1

2

Now is the time to sow the “Precious Seed of the Gospel” in order to
bring the Knowledge of Christ to those millions who have not yet heard about
the saving grace of Jesus Christ.
The ‘Church Revival’ and ‘Church Growth’ should complement each
other. The second century church Father Tertullian said, “The blood of the martyrs
became the seed of the Gospel.” This emphasises the fact that every believer is
the seed of the Gospel. The churches should not be content with just organising
the believers into closed communities. In fact, this is not the true calling and
nature of the church.
The Great Commission of Jesus Christ is “Go ye unto the whole world
and make disciples.” The church and its members should be “going” and “making
disciples.” St. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in his three
missionary journey’s. Preached and planted churches wherever he went.
The Missionary Era is a reminder that the churches and the mission fields
should continue the missionary aspects of the church’s calling. If this is not done,
many unreached and un-evangelised areas and people in the world will be left
out without the Gospel.
So, every church and every Christian must evaluate their role in reaching
out to those who have not yet been reached and in delivering the Gospel. Every
Christian is a missionary and his next door is his very mission field, to where he
could bring Christ’s concern and love through his exemplary life and actions. The
churches should cross their boundaries and proclaim in the words of John Wesley,
“The world is my parish.” Then, in no time, the Gospel shall reach every nook
and corner of the world.
It is our endeavour through the “Wisdom for the Heart” Magazine to
give a welcome fill up to the churches and Christians engaged in their Sowing the
Seed and Church Planting Ministry enabling them to reach out to the world. “He
who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts
of joy, bringing his sheaves with him” (Psalms 126:6).
May the Lord’s richest blessing be upon you and your dear family as you
serve Him diligently!
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Two thousand years ago Jesus Christ said, “Go ye into all the world and make
disciples in all Nations”. We have thus been making disciples, but we have not gone far
enough and made disciples in all nations. Why? Because of the concentration of Personnel
and Financial resources in already reached areas with disastrous consequences. The
emphasis of the mission was shifted to the past century. Most Missionaries are sent to
maintain already established works rather than pioneering work. The imperative is not
merely to go, but to go and make disciples. The primary goal should be to find new
ways of reaching out to people in all Nations, the young and old alike.

First
At the outset, each body of believers, here and abroad, must take on the
responsibility of reaching out to its own people: be it a town, village or a territory and
even a community. We must say, “Here is where God has called us to gather his Harvest”.

Secondly
The Churches that were started by pioneer missionaries must now become
‘Sending Churches’. This is the will of God. Each fellowship of saints must assume the
overall responsibility to evangelise people beyond its cultural boundaries.

Thirdly
The Younger Churches must measure the ministry not in terms of how many
people they “Seat” but how many people they have sent as missionaries. It is not the
massiveness of the Church building that gives credit to its congregation but the number
of missionaries that it sends out to the un-evangelised areas and sets up worship places.

Finally
The Churches must pursue flexible methods of Evangelism that are suited to
cultures in which they work. Let us stop complaining that we do not have enough
workers, money and material resources. Of course, it is true of smaller churches. The
homes of members of such churches must become “outposts” of their churches and
extend the activities of the churches to their neighbourhood.
The goal is to launch a “People’s Movement” with the vision to take the saving
message of Jesus Christ to unreached places. When we focus on ‘Each One Teach
One’ we can reach the nations one by one. We must come out from a sense of gloomy
defeatism in the face of opposition and failures, since, the Holy Spirit is with us in this
Missionary Journey.
Beloved, please pray for us and feel the responsibility of sowing the seed and
winning others for His Kingdom.
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To,

The Chief Editor,

 
  
 
           
 


Wisdom for the Heart Magazine
Secunderabad.
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.
It so happened to see your magazine,
WISDOM FOR THE HEART at my friend’s. I
felt very happy to see the photograph of Rev.
Benjamin Koppolu. After a very long time atleast
I could find him in the magazine. I had a close
association with him when he worked as Pastor
for the II Telugu Baptist Church in Mulapet,
Nellore after finishing at Kavali in Nellore district
in sixties.


      
      
  



     
 

       
     
     



Of course I knew of his service at Burma and
other places when I was in Kavali. I was
studying High school at Nellore at that time.
After my school final, i.e., in 1968 I had to leave
Nellore. But I remember him always.
Before I left Nellore he called me and advised
to confess Jesus as my saviour before I die. I
took it very light but it took me some 30 years
to understand the great gospel imbibed in his
advice. It is simple yet it is the only thing that
one has to do to attain Heaven. Now I am an
evangelist taking the gospel to the villages
around. Thank you once again for giving me
the opportunity of having his photograph.
I pray for all the ministry you’re in for His glory.
Regards,

John Koppolu
Nellore
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Request your fer vent pr ayer s for Chhattisgar h Edna Achala Singh, 11. Jeshu Das, 12. Kailash Chandra
State and its 10 Districts:
Seth, 13. Kanak Manjari Patel, 14. Manish Abraham John,
1. Raipur; 2. Durg; 3. Bilaspur; 4. Surguja; 5. Janjgir 15. Ricky Daniel Singh, 16. Shanti Das, 17. Simon Parihar,
Champa; 6. Rajnandgaon; 7. Raigarh; 8. Bastar; 9. Korba; 18. Sushma Singh, 19. Usha Harun
10. Mahasamund district. Please pray for openness to the 20. Vijay Laxmi Mandal
Gospel in these regions.
Request prayers for our graduates at Jagdalpur city, Bastar
district, Chhattisgarh State.
1. Alfa Roslin Habil, 2. Harsha Nag, 3. Laxmi Baghel, 4.
Madhu Khora, 5. Preeti Milap, 6. Rupal Namrata Singh, 7.
Sarita Baghel, 8. Amit Kumar Nag, 9. Balram Baghel, 10.

Please pr ay for the Good News Bible College,
Jagdalpur br anch pr ofessor s, their childr en and
families.
1. Rev. Dr. Bira Kishor Sahu, 2. Dr. Clara Kishor, 3. Rev.
Prof. Nihar Kumar Bardhan, 4. Prof. Harsha Ranhan Guru,
5. Prof. Ishwar Das Mishra.
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The “Chicago Statement on Biblical
Inerrancy” was produced at an
International Summit Conference of
evangelical leaders, held at the Hyatt
Regency O’Hare in Chicago in October
1978. The statement was designed to
defend the position of Biblical Inerrancy
against a perceived trend toward liberal
conceptions of Scripture.
This congress was sponsored by the
International Council on Biblical Inerrancy
(ICBI). The Chicago Statement was
signed by nearly 300 noted evangelical
scholars, including James Boice, Norman
L. Geisler, John Gerstner, Carl F. H.
Henry, Kenneth Kantzer, Harold Lindsell,
John Warwick Montgomery, Roger
Nicole, J. I. Packer, Robert Preus, Earl
Radmacher, Francis Schaeffer, R. C.
Sproul, and John Wenham.
The ICBI disbanded in 1988 after
producing three major statements: one
on Biblical Inerrancy in 1978, one on
Biblical Hermeneutics in 1982, and one
on Biblical Application in 1986. Leading
inerrantists regard the Chicago Statement
as a very thorough statement of what they
mean by "inerrancy". The statement
elaborates on various details in Articles
formed as couplets of "We affirm..." and
"We deny...".

Here at Good News Bible
College and Seminary, we affirm
and applaud this statement as that
which represents our own stand
on the precious Word of God and
the subject of inerrancy.

Preface
The authority of Scripture is a key issue
for the Christian church in this and every
age. Those who profess faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior are called to
show the reality of their discipleship by
humbly and faithfully obeying God’s
written Word. To stray from Scripture in

inerrancy of Scripture do not display the
consequences of this denial in the rest of
their belief and behavior, and we are
conscious that we who confess this
doctrine often deny it in life by failing to
bring our thoughts and deeds, our
The following Statement affirms this
traditions and habits, into true subjection
inerrancy of Scripture afresh, making
to the divine Word.
clear our understanding of it and warning
against its denial. We are persuaded that We invite response to this statement from
to deny it is to set aside the witness of any who see reason to amend its
Jesus Christ and of the Holy Spirit and affirmations about Scripture by the light
to refuse that submission to the claims of of Scripture itself, under whose infallible
God’s own Word which marks true authority we stand as we speak. We
Christian faith. We see it as our timely claim no personal infallibility for the
duty to make this affirmation in the face witness we bear, and for any help which
of current lapses from the truth of enables us to strengthen this testimony
inerrancy among our fellow Christians to God’s Word we shall be grateful.
and misunderstandings of this doctrine in
The Draft Committee
the world at large.
A Short Statement
This Statement consists of three parts: a
Summary Statement, Art icles of 1. God, who is Himself Truth and speaks
Affirmation and Denial, and an truth only, has inspired Holy Scripture in
accompanying Exposition. It has been order thereby to reveal Himself to lost
prepared in the course of a three-day mankind through Jesus Christ as Creator
consultation in Chicago. Those who have and Lord, Redeemer and Judge. Holy
signed the Summary Statement and the Scripture is God’s witness to Himself.
Articles wish to affirm their own conviction 2. Holy Scripture, being God’s own
as to the inerrancy of Scripture and to Word, written by men prepared and
encourage and challenge one another and superintended by His Spirit, is of infallible
all Christians to growing appreciation and divine authority in all matters upon which
understanding of this doctrine. We it touches: it is to be believed, as God’s
acknowledge the limitations of a instruction, in all that it affirms: obeyed,
document prepared in a brief, intensive as God’s command, in all that it requires;
conference and do not propose that this embraced, as God’s pledge, in all that it
Statement be given creedal weight. Yet promises.
we rejoice in the deepening of our own
convictions through our discussions 3. The Holy Spirit, Scripture’s divine
together, and we pray that the Statement Author, both authenticates it to us by His
we have signed may be used to the glory inward witness and opens our minds to
of our God toward a new reformation of understand its meaning.
the Church in its faith, life, and mission. 4. Being wholly and verbally God-given,
We offer this Statement in a spirit, not of Scripture is without error or fault in all its
contention, but of humility and love, teaching, no less in what it states about
which we purpose by God’s grace to God’s acts in creation, about the events
maintain in any future dialogue arising out of world history, and about its own
of what we have said. We gladly literary origins under God, than in its
faith or conduct is disloyalty to our
Master. Recognition of the total truth and
trustworthiness of Holy Scripture is
essential to a full grasp and adequate
confession of its authority.

acknowledge that many who deny the

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness” - 2 Timothy 3:16.
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witness to God’s saving grace in language through sin has thwarted God’s true and trustworthy utterance on all
individual lives.
work of inspiration.
matters of which the Biblical authors
were moved to speak and write.
5. The authority of Scripture is
Article V.
inescapably impaired if this total divine
WE DENY that the finitude or fallenness
inerrancy is in any way limited or WE AFFIRM that God’s revelation of these writers, by necessity or
disregarded, or made relative to a view wit hin the Holy Scriptures was otherwise, introduced distortion or
of truth contrary to the Bible’s own; and progressive.
falsehood into God’s Word.
such lapses bring serious loss to both the WE DENY that later revelation, which
Article X.
individual and the Church.
may fulfill earlier revelation, ever corrects
WE AFFIRM that inspiration, strictly
Articles of Affirmation and or contradicts it. We further deny that any speaking, applies only to the autographic
normative revelation has been given since
Denial
the completion of the New Testament text of Scripture, which in the providence
of God can be ascertained from available
writings.
Article I.
manuscripts with great accuracy. We
WE AFFIRM that the Holy Scriptures Article VI.
further affirm that copies and translations
are to be received as the authoritative
of Scripture are the Word of God to the
WE AFFIRM that the whole of
Word of God.
extent that they faithfully represent the
Scripture and all its parts, down to the
WE DENY that the Scriptures receive very words of the original, were given original.
their authority from the Church, tradition, by divine inspiration.
WE DENY that any essential element of
or any other human source.
the Christian faith is affected by the
WE DENY that the inspiration of
absence of the autographs. We further
Scripture can rightly be affirmed of the
Article II.
deny that this absence renders the
whole without the parts, or of some parts
WE AFFIRM that the Scriptures are
assertion of Biblical inerrancy invalid or
but not the whole.
the supreme written norm by which God
irrelevant.
binds the conscience, and that the Article VII.
Article XI.
authority of the Church is subordinate to
WE
AFFIRM
that
inspiration
was
the
that of Scripture.
WE AFFIRM that Scripture, having
work in which God by His Spirit, through
WE DENY that Church creeds, human writers, gave us His Word. The been given by divine inspiration, is
councils, or declarations have authority origin of Scripture is divine. The mode infallible, so that, far from misleading us,
greater than or equal to the authority of of divine inspiration remains largely a it is true and reliable in all the matters it
addresses.
the Bible.
mystery to us.
WE DENY that it is possible for the
WE DENY that inspiration can be
Article III.
Bible to be at the same time infallible and
reduced to human insight, or to
WE AFFIRM that the written Word in
errant in its assertions. Infallibility and
heightened states of consciousness of any
its entirety is revelation given by God.
inerrancy may be distinguished, but not
kind.
separated.
WE DENY that the Bible is merely a
witness to revelation, or only becomes Article VIII.
revelation in encounter, or depends on WE AFFIRM that God in His work of
the responses of men for its validity.
inspiration utilized the distinctive
personalities and literary styles of the
Article IV.
writers whom He had chosen and
WE AFFIRM that God who made prepared.
mankind in His image has used language
WE DENY that God, in causing these
as a means of revelation.
writers to use the very words that He
WE DENY that human language is so chose, overrode their personalities.
limited by our creatureliness that it is
rendered inadequate as a vehicle for Article IX.
divine revelation. We further deny that WE AFFIRM that inspiration, though
the corruption of human culture and not conferring omniscience, guaranteed

Article XII.
WE AFFIRM that Scripture in its
entirety is inerrant, being free from all
falsehood, fraud, or deceit.
WE DENY that Biblical infallibility and
inerrancy are limited to spiritual, religious,
or redemptive themes, exclusive of
assertions in the fields of history and
science. We further deny that scientific
hypotheses about earth history may
properly be used to overturn the teaching
of Scripture on creation and the flood.

“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation” - 2 Peter 1:20.
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Article XIII.
WE AFFIRM the propriety of using
inerrancy as a theological term with
reference to the complete truthfulness of
Scripture.
WE DENY that it is proper to evaluate
Scripture according to standards of truth
and error that are alien to its usage or
purpose. We further deny that inerrancy
is negated by Biblical phenomena such
as a lack of modern technical precision,
irregularities of grammar or spelling,
observational descriptions of nature, the
reporting of falsehoods, the use of
hyperbole and round numbers, the topical
arrangement of material, variant
selections of material in parallel accounts,
or the use of free citations.
Article XIV.
WE AFFIRM the unity and internal
consistency of Scripture.
WE DENY that alleged errors and
discrepancies that have not yet been
resolved vitiate the truth claims of the
Bible.
Article XV.
WE AFFIRM that the doctrine of
inerrancy is grounded in the teaching of
the Bible about inspiration.
WE DENY that Jesus’ teaching about
Scripture may be dismissed by appeals
to accommodation or to any natural
limitation of His humanity.
Article XVI.
WE AFFIRM that the doctrine of
inerrancy has been integral to the
Church’s faith throughout its history.
WE DENY that inerrancy is a doctrine
invented by scholastic Protestantism, or
is a reactionary position postulated in
response to negative higher criticism.
Article XVII.
WE AFFIRM that the Holy Spirit bears
witness to the Scriptures, assuring

believers of the truthfulness of God’s communication within the Godhead. As
written Word.
God’s image-bearer, man was to hear
WE DENY that this witness of the Holy God’s Word addressed to him and to
Spirit operates in isolation from or against respond in the joy of adoring obedience.
Over and above God’s self-disclosure
Scripture.
in the created order and the sequence of
events within it, human beings fromAdam
Article XVIII.
on have received verbal messages from
WE AFFIRM that the text of Scripture
Him, either directly, as stated in Scripture,
is to be interpreted by grammaticoor indirectly in the form of part or all of
historical exegesis, taking account of its
Scripture itself.
literary forms and devices, and that
When Adam fell, the Creator did not
Scripture is to interpret Scripture.
abandon mankind to final judgment but
WE DENY the legitimacy of any
promised salvation and began to reveal
treatment of the text or quest for sources
Himself as Redeemer in a sequence of
lying behind it that leads to relativizing,
historical events centering on Abraham’s
dehistoricizing, or discounting its teaching,
family and culminating in the life, death,
or rejecting its claims to authorship.
resurrection, present heavenly ministry,
and promised return of Jesus Christ.
Article XIX.
Within this frame God has from time to
WE AFFIRM that a confession of the time spoken specific words of judgment
full authority, infallibility, and inerrancy of and mercy, promise and command, to
Scripture is vital to a sound understanding sinful human beings so drawing them into
of the whole of the Christian faith. We a covenant relation of mutual commitment
further affirm that such confession should between Him and them in which He
lead to increasing conformity to the image blesses them with gifts of grace and they
of Christ.
bless Him in responsive adoration.
WE DENY that such confession is Moses, whom God used as mediator to
necessary for salvation. However, we carry His words to His people at the time
further deny that inerrancy can be of the Exodus, stands at the head of a
rejected without grave consequences, long line of prophets in whose mouths
both to the individual and to the Church. and writings God put His words for
delivery to Israel. God’s purpose in this
Exposition
succession of messages was to maintain
Our understanding of the doctrine of His covenant by causing His people to
inerrancy must be set in the context of know His Name—that is, His nature—
the broader teachings of the Scripture and His will both of precept and purpose
concerning itself. This exposition gives an in the present and for the future. This line
account of the outline of doctrine from of prophetic spokesmen from God came
which our summary statement and to completion in Jesus Christ, God’s
incarnate Word, who was Himself a
articles are drawn.
prophet—more than a prophet, but not
Creation, Revelation and less—and in the apostles and prophets
of the first Christian generation. When
Inspiration
God’s final and climactic message, His
The Triune God, who formed all things word to the world concerning Jesus
by his creative utterances and governs Christ, had been spoken and elucidated
all things by His Word of decree, made by those in the apostolic circle, the
mankind in His own image for a life of sequence of revealed messages ceased.
communion with Himself, on the model Henceforth the Church was to live and
of the eternal fellowship of loving

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost” - 2 Peter 1:21.
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know God by what He had already said, hermeneutic, therefore, of which the
and said for all time.
historical Christ is not the focal point is
At Sinai God wrote the terms of His acceptable. Holy Scripture must be
covenant on tables of stone, as His treated as what it essentially is—the
enduring witness and for lasting witness of the Father to the Incarnate
accessibility, and throughout the period Son.
of prophetic and apostolic revelation He It appears that the Old Testament canon
prompted men to write the messages had been fixed by the time of Jesus. The
given to and through them, along with New Testament canon is likewise now
celebratory records of His dealings with closed inasmuch as no new apostolic
His people, plus moral reflections on witness to the historical Christ can now
covenant life and forms of praise and be borne. No new revelation (as distinct
prayer for covenant mercy. The from Spirit-given understanding of
theological reality of inspiration in the existing revelation) will be given until
producing of Biblical documents Christ comes again. The canon was
corresponds to that of spoken created in principle by divine inspiration.
prophecies: although the human writers’ The Church’s part was to discern the
personalities were expressed in what they canon which God had created, not to
wrote, the words were divinely devise one of its own.
constituted. Thus, what Scripture says,
God says; its authority is His authority, The word canon, signifying a rule or
for He is its ultimate Author, having given standard, is a pointer to authority, which
it through the minds and words of chosen means the right to rule and control.
and prepared men who in freedom and Authority in Christianity belongs to God
faithfulness “spoke from God as they in His revelation, which means, on the
were carried along by the Holy Spirit” one hand, Jesus Christ, the living Word,
(2 Pet. 1:21). Holy Scripture must be and, on the other hand, Holy Scripture,
acknowledged as the Word of God by the written Word. But the authority of
Christ and that of Scripture are one. As
virtue of its divine origin.
our Prophet, Christ testified that Scripture
Authority: Christ and the cannot be broken. As our Priest and
King, He devoted His earthly life to
Bible
fulfilling the law and the prophets, even
Jesus Christ, the Son of God who is the dying in obedience to the words of
Word made flesh, our Prophet, Priest, Messianic prophecy. Thus, as He saw
and King, is the ultimate Mediator of Scripture attesting Him and His authority,
God’s communication to man, as He is so by His own submission to Scripture
of all God’s gifts of grace. The revelation He attested its authority. As He bowed
He gave was more than verbal; He to His Father’s instruction given in His
revealed the Father by His presence and Bible (our Old Testament), so He
His deeds as well. Yet His words were requires His disciples to do—not,
crucially important; for He was God, He however, in isolation but in conjunction
spoke from the Father, and His words with the apostolic witness to Himself
will judge all men at the last day.
which He undertook to inspire by His gift
As the prophesied Messiah, Jesus Christ of the Holy Spirit. So Christians show
is the central theme of Scripture. The Old themselves faithful servants of their Lord
Testament looked ahead to Him; the by bowing to the divine instruction given
New Testament looks back to His first in the prophetic and apostolic writings
coming and on to His second. Canonical which together make up our Bible.
Scripture is the divinely inspired and By authenticating each other’s authority,
therefore normative witness to Christ. No Christ and Scripture coalesce into a single

fount of authority. The Biblicallyinterpreted Christ and the Christcentered, Christ-proclaiming Bible are
from this standpoint one. As from the fact
of inspiration we infer that what Scripture
says, God says, so from the revealed
relation between Jesus Christ and
Scripture we may equally declare that
what Scripture says, Christ says.

Infallibility, Inerrancy,
Interpretation
Holy Scripture, as the inspired Word of
God witnessing authoritatively to Jesus
Christ, may properly be called infallible
and inerrant. These negative terms have
a special value, for they explicitly
safeguard crucial positive truths.
lnfallible signifies the quality of neither
misleading nor being misled and so
safeguards in categorical terms the truth
that Holy Scripture is a sure, safe, and
reliable rule and guide in all matters.
Similarly, inerrant signifies the quality of
being free from all falsehood or mistake
and so safeguards the truth that Holy
Scripture is entirely true and trustworthy
in all its assertions.
We affirm that canonical Scripture should
always be interpreted on the basis that it
is infallible and inerrant. However, in
determining what the God-taught writer
is asserting in each passage, we must pay
the most careful attention to its claims and
character as a human production. In
inspiration, God utilized the culture and
conventions of His penman’s milieu, a
milieu that God controls in His sovereign
providence; it is misinterpretation to
imagine otherwise.
So history must be treated as history,
poetry as poetry, hyperbole and
metaphor as hyperbole and metaphor,
generalization and approximation as what
they are, and so forth. Differences
between literary conventions in Bible
times and in ours must also be observed:
since, for instance, non-chronological
narration and imprecise citation were

“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever” - Isaiah 40:8.
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conventional and acceptable and violated
no expectations in those days, we must
not regard these things as faults when we
find them in Bible writers. When total
precision of a particular kind was not
expected nor aimed at, it is no error not
to have achieved it. Scripture is inerrant,
not in the sense of being absolutely
precise by modern standards, but in the
sense of making good its claims and
achieving that measure of focused truth
at which its authors aimed.

Skepticism and Criticism

Since the Renaissance, and more
particularly since the Enlightenment,
world-views have been developed which
involve skepticism about basic Christian
tenets. Such are the agnosticism which
denies that God is knowable, the
rationalism which denies that He is
incomprehensible, the idealism which
denies that He is transcendent, and the
existentialism which denies rationality in
His relationships with us. When these unThe truthfulness of Scripture is not and anti-biblical principles seep into men’s
negated by the appearance in it of theologies at [a] presuppositional level,
irregularities of grammar or spelling, as today they frequently do, faithful
phenomenal descriptions of nature, interpretation of Holy Scripture becomes
reports of false statements (e.g., the lies impossible.
of Satan), or seeming discrepancies
between one passage and another. It is Transmission and Translation
not right t o set the so-called Since God has nowhere promised an
“phenomena” of Scripture against the inerrant transmission of Scripture, it is
teaching of Scripture about itself. necessary to affirm that only the
Apparent inconsistencies should not be autographic text of the original documents
ignored.
was inspired and to maintain the need of
textual criticism as a means of detecting
any slips that may have crept into the text
in the course of its transmission. The
verdict of this science, however, is that
the Hebrew and Greek text appear to
be amazingly well preserved, so that we
are amply justified in affirming, with the
Westminster Confession, a singular
providence of God in this matter and in
declaring that the authority of Scripture
Inasmuch as all Scripture is the product
is in no way jeopardized by the fact that
of a single divine mind, interpretation must
the copies we possess are not entirely
stay within the bounds of the analogy of
error-free.
Scripture and eschew hypotheses that
would correct one Biblical passage by Similarly, no translation is or can be
another, whether in the name of perfect, and all translations are an
progressive revelation or of the imperfect additional step away from t he
enlightenment of the inspired writer’s autographa. Yet the verdict of linguistic
science is that English-speaking
mind.
Christians, at least, are exceedingly well
the sense that its teaching lacks universal
served in these days with a host of
validity, it is sometimes culturally
excellent translations and have no cause
conditioned by the customs and
for hesitating to conclude that the true
conventional views of a particular period,
Word of God is within their reach.
so that the application of its principles
Indeed, in view of the frequent repetition
today calls for a different sort of action.
in Scripture of the main matters with
Solution of them, where this can be
convincingly achieved, will encourage
our faith, and where for the present no
convincing solution is at hand we shall
significantly honor God by trusting His
assurance that His Word is true, despite
these appearances, and by maintaining
our confidence that one day they will be
seen to have been illusions.

which it deals and also of the Holy Spirit’s
constant witness to and through the
Word, no serious translation of Holy
Scripture will so destroy its meaning as
to render it unable to make its reader
“wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15).

Inerrancy and Authority
In our affirmation of the authority of
Scripture as involving its total truth, we
are consciously standing with Christ and
His apostles, indeed with the whole Bible
and with the main stream of Church
history from the first days until very
recently. We are concerned at the casual,
inadvertent, and seemingly thoughtless
way in which a belief of such far-reaching
importance has been given up by so many
in our day.
We are conscious too that great and
grave confusion results from ceasing to
maintain the total truth of the Bible whose
authority one professes to acknowledge.
The result of taking this step is that the
Bible which God gave loses its authority,
and what has authority instead is a Bible
reduced in content according to the
demands of one’s critical reasonings and
in principle reducible still further once one
has started.
This means that at bottom independent
reason now has authority, as opposed to
Scriptural teaching. If this is not seen and
if for the time being basic evangelical
doctrines are still held, persons denying
the full truth of Scripture may claim an
evangelical
identit y
while
methodologically they have moved away
from the evangelical principle of
knowledge to an unstable subjectivism,
and will find it hard not to move further.
We affirm that what Scripture says, God
says. May He be glorified. Amen and
Amen.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” - Matthew 24:35.
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We live at a time when remarkably
useful software tools are available for
study of the Bible in Hebrew and
Greek. And with the availability of
these tools many seminaries and
graduate programs in Biblical Studies
are eliminating or reducing their
Hebrew and Greek language
requirements. Why bother learning
vocabulary and parsing verbs when
software can provide you with that
information instead?
The question is misleading, since the
purpose of learning biblical languages is
not merely to acquire vocabulary and
parse verbs. Those things are
necessarily building blocks, but they
are not the goal. The goal of studying
biblical Greek or Hebrew is to
understand and interpret language and
not merely translate it word by word.
After all, we have many good
translations already available today
(and anyone who is still mousing over
words to see what they mean is in no
position to be retranslating the Greek
and Hebrew anyway).
So how does expertise with a language
make a difference? Consider the
expositor that has rudimentary or no
knowledge of biblical languages. The
method of such an expositor is
essentially to perform English Bible
exposition and then, with that
“interpretive/theological work”
completed, go back and try to mine the
language for little bits of intrinsic gold.
There are problems with this method.
First, all of the natural cues of the

original language do nothing to inform
the expositor’s structuring or
understanding of the passage.
Information that is backgrounded,
emphasized, explicitly connected, or
arranged according to original language
patterns is lost. The expositor is left
trying to sort through the voices of
competing commentators to understand
the language issues or must blindly
follow a commentator whom they have
Christ dwell richly within, then a
decided they trust for other (often
growing knowledge of Greek and
theological) reasons.
Hebrew is essential. As Martin Luther
A key step of the exegetical method is
commented on the biblical languages in
lost with the hope of expediting the
1524 (“To the Councilmen of All Cities
process. Second, a little knowledge of in Germany That They Establish and
language is often worse than none at
Maintain Christian Schools”),
all. Mining for “gold” has led to all
manner of misuse of lexicons,
We will not long preserve the
misinterpreting the use of verbs, and
gospel without the languages.
applying half-understood linguistic rules The languages are the sheath
that—if used rigorously throughout the
in which this sword of the
Bible—would result in very bizarre
Spirit is contained; they are
readings.
After-the-fact use of original languages
is not exegesis, but window dressing.
Finally, because this expositor is
incapable of chewing the linguistic meat
of the biblical texts, he finds himself
restricted to sipping the milk of word
studies, which are very rarely where
the significance of a passage lies.
The software tools are a great
supplement to learning the biblical
languages, but for the expositor they
should never be a replacement. If an
expositor wishes to divide rightly the
word of truth and to let the word of

the casket in which this jewel
is enshrined; they are the
vessel in which this wine is
held; they are the larder in
which this food is stored; and,
as the gospel itself points out,
they are the baskets in which
are kept these loaves and
fishes and fragments.
Wield the sword and do not forget its
sheath.

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” -1 Peter 3:15.
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The Life of Christ (#7)
Although Jesus came to die, He never
spoke explicitly of His death until almost
three years into His three and one half
year ministry.
He hinted at the idea obliquely just once
– the reference to the temple to be rebuilt
in three days; but John states that His
disciples did not understand this until after
Jesus’ resurrection (Jn 2:19-21).
Indeed, Jesus claimed to be Messiah,
and according to the Hebrew Scriptures
the Kingdom to be established by the
Messiah is an eternal kingdom (Dan
2:44); it seemed to those who accepted
Jesus’ claims that there is no room for a
dying Messiah in that. When Jesus finally
contrived to get the twelve to a place
called Caesarea Philippi and for the first
time told them that He was going to die
(Mt 16:21), those disciples were
scandalized (:22).
Although Jesus foretold His death and
resurrection at least four more times after
Caesarea Philippi, nobody was willing to
believe those words, especially the
apostles (Lk 18:31-33, cf. :34). (The
one possible exception: Mary, sister of
Lazarus; cf Jn 12:7.)

This unwillingness to accept Jesus’ plain
and oft-repeated predictions of His death
and resurrection seems to have been a
function of two influences: first, the
apostles were crippled by the popular
rabbinic misperception of the Messianic
hope, which had little or no room for a
suffering or dying Messiah; second, the
apostles were greedy for the chief places
in the kingdom which Jesus had promised
them, and they didn’t want to hear about
suffering by Him or by them.

2. It enabled Jesus to escape the
murderous hatred of His official enemies;
they longed to take Him, but they could
not because they “feared the multitude”
(Mt 26:5; Mk 14:5; Lk 22:2).

The dynamic here is somewhat distinctive
to the Roman Empire and thus demands
some explanation. Every Roman
governor had two basic duties: collect
the taxes and keep the peace. Although
the Romans did not allow the Jews to
exercise capital punishment [Jn 18:31],
the officers in Judea had learned to look
The Life of Christ (#8)
the other way if the Jews were to spirit
Jesus remained a wildly popular folk- away some inconsequential offender and
hero–the object of almost universal put him to death.
popular fascination–until the last week of
Because Jesus was so wildly popular, the
His mortal life. Indeed, that popularity
crescendoed until it imploded climatically Jewish authorities could not simply seize
him and stone Him. They were fearful
on Tuesday of the Passion Week.
that if they were to do so there would be
This enduring and increasing popular riots; if there were riots the Romans
fascination impacted Jesus’ ministry in would find and severely punish those
three very important ways:
responsible. Thus …

1. It deceived the apostles and disciples 3. It forced Jesus’ enemies to involve
of Jesus, persuading them that in fact
Jesus’ claims were being broadly
accepted, and thus making it difficult for
those disciples to accept His prediction
that He would die at the hands of the
leaders of Israel.

the Romans in the execution of Jesus.
Further, those enemies worked hard to
get Him on the cross before the town
woke up on Friday. (Remember that what
Jesus’ enemies, as well as the Romans,
had ringing in their ears was Sunday,

“God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” Daniel 2:44.
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Monday and Tuesday of the passion
week.) However, when the town did
awake, the Sanhedrinists were amazed
and delighted that the populace had
suddenly turned against Jesus.

those two sects had united in their at the prospect of being made the sinmurderous hatred of Jesus, it took them sacrifice for men, of being judicially
forsaken by the Father (Mk 15:34).
only five days to get Him on a cross.

3. By means of His carefully maintained
popularity with the masses, Jesus insured
that the Sanhedrinists would have to
The Life of Christ (#9)
involve the Romans in His execution, and
Throughout His ministry, but especially thus that He would die not by stoning but
as His Passion approached, Jesus by being “lifted up” in crucifixion (Jn 3:14;
demonstrated Himself to be “wise as a 8:28; 12:32-34; 18:32).
serpent and harmless as a dove” (Mt
10:16).
The Life of Christ (#10)

Furthermore, in that temptation and
during all the period of His mortality, Jesus
had no more spiritual resources than you
and I have; He was submissive to the
Father, dependent upon the Spirit,
obedient to the Scripture and sustained
by prayer (Heb 5:7).

It was thus that He “Learned
obedience” and was qualified to
In at least three specific and identifiable The prospect of the cross was horrifying
be the believer’s High Priest ways, Jesus orchestrated the events of to Jesus. Early in His ministry He could
His passion so that it would unfold anticipate the cross with some measure Heb 5:8-9.
precisely how and when the Father
intended.

1. By means of the raising of Lazarus
(Jn 11:45-57) and then the route He took
from the village of Ephraim (Jn 11:54) to
Jerusalem (Lk 17:11), Jesus set the stage
for the Triumphal Entry, exciting the city
about His arrival (Jn 11:55, 56), and then
alerting them as to the moment of His
arrival (Jn 12:12).

of equanimity (Jn 4:34), but as it drew
near it filled Him with terror (cf. Jn 12:2338).
Indeed, probably the most severe
temptation faced by Jesus during His
lifetime was the temptation to turn back
from the cross (Mt 4:8, 9; 16:22, 23).
This temptation is most graphically seen
in the Lord’s Gethsemane experience (Lk
22:41, 42, cf. :43, 44).

2. By means of the second cleansing of However, that which so terrified Him was
the Temple on Monday of the passion not the physical sufferings of crucifixion
week, Jesus deliberately galvanized (as awful as those physical sufferings
Pharisaic and Sadducean hostility; once were); rather, He was filled with dread

DR. DOUG BOOKMAN

“For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory,
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings” Hebrews 2:10.
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A Christian’s faith appears to be
constantly challenged by a continuous
flow of new scientific theories and
discoveries. One of the most prominent
theories challenging Christian belief is that
of evolution. We know what television,
the newspapers and magazines tell us,
also what our children are taught in school
about evolution, but what is modern
science telling us about it? It is important
for Christians to understand than modern
science is proving the existence of the
Creator; not disproving His existence.
Science is confirming with modern
research the Biblical truth; ‘His invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and
divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the
world, in the things that have been made”.
(Romans 1:20)

Today the battle over evolution is
debated among three distinct groups.
(Note: Like all groups not every member
necessarily believes or supports every
position of the group.)

the Intelligent Design elements that they
have discovered. Rather, they challenge
the basic tenants of Darwinism that
random mutations and common ancestry
could result in the complex life that we
First there are the Evolutionists who see today.
believe neo-Darwinism is the only Lastly, we have the Creationists who
scientific explanation for life existing on commonly believe in a literal 6 day
our planet. Neo-Darwinism is a 20th- creation of the universe as described in
century (1936-47) synthesis developed the Bible and fully embrace the concept
during a series of meetings of ideas from of an intelligent designer. They differ from
several fields of biology that generated the Intelligent Design advocates in that
the theory of evolution that is widely they maintain that the designer was God,
accepted today. To those not closely and do not accept ID’s position regarding
following the issue, it would simply be the age of the universe and earth.
referred to as Darwinism as it will be in Creationism involves belief in an earth
the remainder of this paper. It is important formed only about ten thousand years
to note that at the time of the meetings ago based upon a commonly accepted
that created the current theory of interpretation of the Bible.
evolution, the fields of science central to Of the three, the Evolutionists have
The validity of Darwin’s theory of Intelligent Design (ID) did not exist and, gained the vast majority of media
evolution began even before it was first therefore, could not provide input.
coverage, textbook and college course
published. Harvard University’s Secondly, the Intelligent Design inclusion, and are generally accepted by
paleontologist Louis Agassiz, one of the advocates who, based primarily on the public as true. As most people are
best-trained scientists of his age, was research done in the area of exploring familiar with the positions of the
given an early copy and after reading it, how cells work, believe that somewhere Evolutionists and Creationists, the
voiced his disagreement. Agassiz was a along the geological timeline, most likely remaining portion of this paper will
giant within the science world at the time. during a period known to science as the explore the discoveries that support the
When comparing Harvard to British Cambrian Explosion, some intelligent ID position and the response of the
universities in a conversation with force stepped in and changed everything. Evolutionists to them.
American poet Henry Wadsworth Darwin also knew that the Cambrian
Longfellow; Darwin stated “Both our Explosion, when a dramatic increase in Trying to understand the science
(British) universities put together cannot complex life forms occurred, was a underlying the position of the Intelligent
furnish the like (of Harvard). Why, there weakness to his theory. The advocates Design advocates requires a person to
dip their toe into the fields of
is Agassiz—he counts for three.”
of ID take no position on the source of
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God,
so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear” - Hebrews 11:3.
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Biochemistry, Microbiology, Molecular
Biology, Neuroscience and Paleontology.
Unfortunately, for those of us not trained
in these fields, it’s easy to be quickly
overwhelmed by the terminology and
science being discussed and our eyes
begin to glaze over. The complexity of
the science behind the Intelligent Design
position compared to the rather elegant
and simple theory of the Evolutionists is
likely a significant contributing factor in
the difficulty of ID gaining mainstream
acceptance.
It should be noted that ID advocates have
no problem accepting that evolution is
real and at work in the world today.
Viruses mutate and become resistant to
a given antibiotic and insects become
resistant to DDT. These are examples
of what is known as microevolution.
Macroevolution, the evolving of one
species into another species, however is
not accepted as scientifically valid by ID
scientists.
ID bases its claims on a number of
different types of findings, among them
are:
Irreducible Complexity - In simple
terms, this idea applies to any system of
interacting parts in which the removal of
any one part destroys the function of the
entire system. An irreducibly complex
system, then, requires each and every
component to be in place before it will
function. ID advocates believe that these
microscopic biological systems could not
have evolved, but were rather designed.
Examples include:

➤ The Bacterial Flagellum - Like a
microscopic motorboat, bacteria are able
to move from one location to another in
the human body with complexity and
efficiency. With over 50 different protein
parts, it is hard to imagine a machine with
so many necessary pieces.·

➤ The Cilium - A short, microscopic,
hairlike vibrating structure. Cilia occur
in large numbers on the surface of certain

cells, either causing currents in the
surrounding fluid, or, in some protozoans
and other small organisms, providing
propulsion. ·

➤ The ATP Synthase Molecule - It’s
one of the most complex molecules ever
revealed, almost six times larger than the
blood molecule hemoglobin. It’s also, the
researchers agree, one of the tiniest and
most powerful motors ever identified.

The Limits of Mutation

where random mutations could result in
significant changes was somewhere
between the level of Class (birds,
mammals, reptiles, etc.) and Species
(African Elephant, Artic Wolf, Brown
Bear, etc.). Somewhere between the two
lies the lower edge of Darwinian
evolution change that resulted in life as
we know it today. In other words,
evolution (mutation) starts at this level of
life and moves forward. Any lower level
of life would not evolve into complex life.
Behe also found that no clear evidence
exists for the evolution of even a single
biochemical structure or system in the
human body.

Recent studies have demonstrated that a
limit exists to how far mutations (a key
component of Darwinism) can evolve to
create more or different complex
➤ Proteins are essential to the
organisms.
proper functioning of cells. To be
➤ Using the malaria virus as a test case, functional, most proteins need to be
the time required for a mutation to arise “folded” which means it develops a 3
that enables the virus to become resistant dimensional shape (a non-biological
to a specific drug was calculated. A example would be using string(s) to
person infected with malaria, hosts create a small statue). New animals
roughly a trillion malaria viruses, and over typically have new organs and cell types,
200 million cases of malaria occur and new cell types often call for new
worldwide every year. The malaria virus functional proteins to service them. That
mutates to develop a resistance to the means that explosions of new life-forms
drug every few years (approximately (as exhibited by the Cambrian Explosion)
every 1 billion cases). Doing the math must have involved bursts of new protein
involved, the likelihood of the resistance folds as well. The probability of any given
occurring due to random mutation is 1 in mutation generating a specific functional
a hundred billion billion. The key in this protein among all the possible 150
point is the number of malaria viruses that amino-acid sequences is 1 chance in
are constantly mutating is hugely larger 1077— that is, one chance in one hundred
than the populations of humans or any thousand, trillion, trillion, trillion, trillion,
other complex life form. Scientific trillion, trillion!
estimates that the number of humanoid
creatures that have existed in the last 10 The Complexity of Life
million years is 1 trillion. That’s the same New Hampshire, until recently, contained
as the number of malaria viruses in one a formation of rocks known as the “Old
infected person or a ratio of one in a Man of the Mountain”, a series of
hundred million to get a mutation that has five granite cliff ledges that, viewed in
a beneficial result. Simple calculations profile, gave the appearance of an elderly
based on this analysis conclude that the man. No one looking at the formation
universe hasn’t existed long enough for would consider it to be the result of an
the process of random mutations to intentional design effort. However,
create our current complex life forms.
looking at Mt. Rushmore, it is more than
➤ Based on his above findings, obvious to us that the faces portrayed
there were the result of intentional design.
Biochemist Michael Behe’s determined
As science gains the ability to examine
that the furthest back in evolutionary time

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether [they be]
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him” - Colossians 1:16.
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the mechanisms of life more closely, they
believe the complexity being found
cannot be achieved through evolutionary
processes.

➤ Intraflagellar Transport (IFD) –

of that length. Putting these numbers in
perspective, there are only 1065 atoms in
our Milky Way galaxy and 10 80
elementary particles in the known
universe. In comparison, the human
genome is estimated to be about 3.2
billion bases long. Lastly, at one point it
was estimated that human DNA was 90%
“junk”, meaning there was no coding in
it needed to uniquely create a human.
Evolutionists proclaimed that the high
ration of junk DNA was proof of their
theory as the useless DNA left over from
earlier evolutionary stages and simply not
needed any longer. However, a
worldwide effort (ENCODE) launched
in 2003 by the Center for Biomolecular
Science and Engineering has so far
identified coded information in 80% of
the previously identified junk DNA. They
continue work on understanding the last
20%.

The Cilium (described above) has been
examined with new microscopes and
found to contain its own construction
system. Similar to a vertical conveyor
belt with buckets attached the system
transports the cellular materials needed
to build a new or repair an existing
Cilium. Detailed examination shows that
the downward trip moves faster than the
upward trip and the materials needed are
gathered at the base before being sent
upward. Each “bucket” grabs just what
is needed from the stockpile and
transports and deposits it at the correct
spot further up the Cilium. Basically, it
resembles an intelligent, automated
construction system. How the bottom
of the structure knows what is needed ➤ The Brain - Our brain is a mysterious
by the top of the organism is not yet machine. Billions of nerve cells are
connected such
understood.
that t hey store
➤ DNA – Its molecular structure was
information as
first identified in 1953 and the more
efficiently as books
scientists learn
are stored in a wellabout it the
organized library.
more amazed
Nerve cells in the
they become.
human brain are
DNA is now densely interconnected and form a
seen to contain 2 different “programming seemingly impenetrable meshwork. A
languages” that don’t interfere with each cubic millimeter of brain tissue contains
other and the data required to determine several kilometers of wires. One
what type of organic life form is to be Evolutionist study concluded that selfcreated. DNA is the “cookbook” for organization rather than random
life. It has the directions on how to create organization of neuronal circuits in
life from lifeless substances. A “base the brain was the most plausible theory
pair” of nucleobases (the use of the term for the detailed structure of circuits in the
base comes from the historical use of the visual system of the brain. But, how
term in basic chemistry) is the basic would this evolve to be self-organizing
building block of DNA. If an average by a Darwinian process? As the visual
gene has about 1000 bases, then an cortex does not “see” the outside world,
average protein would have over 300 how would a neuron, operating in the
amino acids. This means that an dark inside brain tissue ever “know” how
average-length protein represents just to “self-organize” in such a way that their
one possible sequence among an representations of incoming signals would
astronomically large number (over form a 576-megapixel motion picture that
10390) of possible amino-acid sequences corresponds to the external world?

In Biblical times, to discover God, people
were told to look around and see the
glory of God’s design. Today, with
modern technology God’s design can be
more clearly seen and in more detail. The
details show that life is even more
amazing and complex than we could have
ever imagined.
Faced with the onslaught of scientific
research that appears to support the
Intelligent Design theory, how have the
Evolutionists reacted?

➤ Incivility - Evolutionists apply to
scientists advocating ID less than
flattering descriptions include that they
are: so-called scientists, flaming morons,
idiots, guilty of ignorance, completely
uneducable, promote ludicrous nonsense
and don’t know word one about basic
biological concepts.
It’s Non-Science – Which allows them
to ignore ID’s scientific findings and state:

 “Even if all the data point to an
intelligent designer, such a hypothesis is
excluded from science because it is not
naturalistic.” - Kansas State University
immunologist Scott C. Todd

“There is no significant controversy
within the scientific community about the
validity of the theory of evolution. The
current controversy (ID) surrounding the
teaching of evolution is not a scientific
one.” - American Association for the
Advancement of Science

 “Let me say this as clearly as
possible, so there can be no mistake
about what I mean: there is no
controversy. Just because a few
misguided so-called scientists question
the validity of the concept of evolution
doesn’t mean there is a controversy.” Gregory A. Petsko, Genome Biology

“There are no weaknesses in the
theory of evolution.” - Eugenie Scott,
National Center for Science Education
Note: Recently, famed scientist and
atheist Dr. Stephen Hawking has stated

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. John 3:16-17
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that he now believes that some form of
intelligence was behind the creation of
the universe and that Intelligent Design is
“highly probable”. It will be interesting
to see how Evolutionists will argue that
ID is not scientific when Hawking is a
supporter of it.

they create national organizations
designed to promote only their views and
to eliminate any competing science
research from being taught in public
schools. Accepting ID scientific
discoveries is clearly a threat to their
atheistic faith.

➤

In a 2007 poll, the great majority

Call them Creationist Evolutionists like to link ID advocates
with Creationists in an effort to
characterize them as accepting a Biblical
six literal day creation. This would likely
damage their scientific standing among
most of their peers along with the
objectivity of their studies. It also allows
them to argue that teaching ID in public
schools is defacto teaching religion.
While ignoring the fact that teaching
evolution is defacto teaching atheism.

➤ Rebuttal - ID books and other
publications are frequently challenged by
Evolutionists sometimes even before they
are released to the public or read by
them.

Some suggest the Cambrian period
lasted much longer than generally
accepted. Others speculate that
evolution occurred much faster during
that period – for some reason.

Others criticize their mathematics
that demonstrate that the earth has not
existed long enough for there to be
enough time for evolution to create the
complex biological systems we find
today.

 In one case a mathematician
developed a model to demonstrate how
evolution would work. Ultimately he
ended up with a model that required the
insertion of an intelligent mutation
selection tool or it would take longer than
the earth is thought to have existed for
an evolutionary solution to appear.

of the evolutionists polled (78 percent)
billing themselves as pure naturalists. Only
two out of 149 described themselves as
Bob Elkins
full theists, two as more theist than
naturalist and three as theistic naturalists. theory is a cornerstone of the atheistic
Most who billed themselves as believers denial of God. If evolution becomes
in God were deists rather than theists.
challenged by ID, then it is the atheists
More and more frequently atheists who will be viewed as suppressing
are referring to themselves as naturalists science. They will be seen as being among
or materialist as it helps them to avoid those who Paul stated: “by their
having their research and publications unrighteousness suppress the truth”.
being seen as the result of their atheistic (Romans 1:18).
beliefs (sometimes viewed as a religion) At this time, both Evolution and Intelligent
and thereby making their scientific work Design are scientific theories. The
to appear objective.
question should be which of them has the
Harvard biologist Richard Lewontin best scientific evidence to support their
position. After all, one of them is over
has stated that he is a materialist not
70 years old and scientific capabilities
because of the facts, but despite them.
and discoveries have progressed a long
Even while admitting the “patent
way in that amount of time. At least in
absurdity” of some of the theories that
the United States the theories may never
result from this materialist commitment
be fully debated. To date, Evolutionists
(evolution), he insisted that “we cannot
are winning the public debate by not
allow a divine foot in the door.”
letting a debate begin. As Jun-Yuan
Dr. Richard Dawkins (evolutionary Chen, a Chinese paleontologist, an
biologist, author and atheist) has stated, expert on the Cambrian explosion, joked
“Darwin made it possible to be an to an American friend, “In China we can
intellectually fulfilled atheist.”
criticize Darwin, but not the government;
in America, you can criticize the
NCSE (National Center for Science
government, but not Darwin.”
Education) is an organization whose goal
is to “provide information and advice as REFERENCES
the premier institution dedicated to Books:
keeping evolution and climate change in
the science classroom and to keeping Darwin’s Black Box, The Edge of
creationism and climate change denial Evolution - Professor Michael Behe
out.”
Darwin’s Doubt - Stephen C. Myer

Christians historically have been accused Debating Darwin’s Doubt - Joseph I.
by atheists of suppressing scientific Lieberman
While all Evolutionists may not be research with which they disagreed using
Atheists it does appear that all Atheists the example of the trial of Galileo by the The Devil’s Delusion - David Berlinkski
seem to be Evolutionists. In addition, Catholic Church in 1633. Evolutionary

The Role of Atheists

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things,
and for thy pleasure they are and were created” - Revelation 4:11 .
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When I look at your heavens, the
works of your fingers, the moon and
the stars, which you have set in place,
what is man that you are mindful of
him, and the son of man that you care
for him? (Psalm 8:3–4 ESV)

the very center of the psalm: “You have
made [man] a little lower than the
heavenly beings and crowned him with
glory and honor.”

With the best telescopes available today,
scientists have estimated the number of
galaxies in the universe to be on the order
of 176 billion. They’ve estimated the
number of stars to be almost a trillion
trillion, or a trillion a trillion times over.
The universe is so large that it would take
at least 13 billion years to travel across
it...if you were traveling at the speed of
light, 1.1 billion kilometers per hour.

What does that mean? And if you
understood what it meant, do you think
it would change how you think about
yourself and your neighbor? Would you
still think of yourself as insignificant to
God?

You have been crowned with glory and
honor. Wow.

The significance of man in God’s eyes is
made evident all the way back at the
beginning of the universe, when these
stars and planets and Earth were
created. The whole six-day account of
creation is contained in Genesis 1. It is
not simply a bland statement of fact, a
purpose-less retelling of events; there is
significant editorializing here, statements
revealing how God viewed the events of
his creation.

When you look up into the nighttime sky
and see the stars and you imagine what’s
out there, what goes through your mind?
One of your thoughts may be “Earth is
so tiny; humans are so insignificant.”
When David wrote Psalm 8, he was
probably thinking of the clear night sky.
“My God,” he said, “why do you even
This text of Genesis 1:1–31 is punctuated
think of tiny, insignificant man?”
at six places with commentary from God.
Do you think we’re insignificant to God? We see it during the third, fourth, fifth,
Do you think that YOU are insignificant and sixth days. During those days, God
to God? Do you ever ask yourself, “Who looks at his creation and sees that “it was
am I, that God would care about me?” good” (Gen 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25). These
The Bible has something to say about this, declarations of “goodness” come after
of course. We are not insignificant to God made the universe, the earth, and
God; YOU are not insignificant to God. all living things in it. But man has not yet
In fact, look at Psalm 8:5, the verse at

been made when we see the final “it was
good” in verse 25.
What does God think of man? In verse
31, we get to see what God thinks of the
Earth and his creation now that he has
created man: “God saw all that he had
made, and it was very good. And there
was evening, and there was morning—
the sixth day.” Creation before man was
good, good, good, good, and good. Only
after God created man did it
become very good.
The significance of mankind is also
evident in God’s plan for salvation. While
God did create man and call it all “very
good,” the fact is that it didn’t remain so.
If it had, there would have been no need
for a plan for salvation. And this, too, I
think makes the psalmist marvel ever
more deeply at a God that cares for
mankind. Look again at the fourth verse
of Psalm 8: “what is man that you are
mindful of him, and the son of man that
you care for him?”
This verse is broken into two parts. In
ancient poetry, such as this psalm, one
of the features of the poetic structure is
called parallelism, a term used to
describe the relationship between two
lines of poetry. Psalm 8:4 contains two
parallel lines that relate to each other.
There are several forms of parallelism,
but in this case the form is synonymous

The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. Psalm 111:2

30

parallelism because the two lines are John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the
saying the same thing, only slightly world that he gave his only begotten son.”
differently. Compare the two parts:
It doesn’t say, “God gave his only
begotten son so that he could love the
➢ First part: “What is man that you are
world.” He first loved us, and that is why
mindful of him”
he offered up his Son.
➢ Second part: “and the son of man that
And so he saved us, and in that salvation
you care for him”
we see clear evidence of our significance
See how they sound very similar? But in the eyes of God. Of course, there is
there is a distinct difference which points the obvious statement: He wouldn’t have
to something that will glorify God even saved us if we weren’t significant. But
more as we consider it.
let’s look at one more passage to
In the first part, you and I are called demonstrate just how significant we are
“man.” In the second part, we’re called and just how special this salvation is.
“the son of man.” In the first part, the
reference to “man” is to the created being,
the one that capped off creation and
caused God to call it “very good.” In the
second part, the reference is to “the son
of man.” By saying “the son of man,” the
psalmist is linking every human being all
the way back to Adam, and thus linking
every human being to the fall and to sin
and to rebellion. We might paraphrase
this as, “What is the son of Adam that
you care for him?”
So the psalmist’s awe and wonder at
God’s obvious caring and compassion
for humanity is exponentially increased
as he considers not only the smallness of
mankind compared with all of creation
but also to the further reduction of man’s
stature by sin and disobedience.
Perhaps you have not only looked up to
the sky, outside of yourself, and pondered
your apparent insignificance. Perhaps
you’ve also looked within yourself, seen
your sin, your wicked thoughts, the
wicked deeds of your hands, your
rebellion towards your maker, and
imagined that God would not want to
have anything to do with you. Indeed,
Lord, “what is the son of man that you
would care anything for him.”

but the angels long to understand God’s
salvation given to us, his fallen creation.
Remember, mankind is not the only fallen
of God’s creatures. The angel Lucifer
convinced a third of the angels to rebel
with him against God and lost. They fell
too because of their own rebellion. Do
those angels—whom we now refer to as
demons—get a second chance, an
opportunity to repent and turn to God?
No, their end is sealed, as it is for those
people who do not repent and turn to
God.

Why mankind, but not the angels? This
is what they wonder at. In fact, perhaps
Read 1 Peter 1:10-12, where the apostle
they ask themselves, “What is man that
Peter describes this salvation:
God is mindful of him?”
10
Concerning this salvation, the
We all arrive at points in our lives when
prophets, who spoke of the grace that
we wonder about our significance.
was to come to you, searched intently
Perhaps David had arrived at such a point
and with the greatest care, 11 trying to
when he wrote this psalm. Something
find out the time and circumstances to
inside every one of us wants our lives to
which the Spirit of Christ in them was
have meaning, some importance that will
pointing when he predicted the sufferings
outlive us. What you must realize is that
of the Messiah and the glories that would
you have been significant to God since
follow. 12 It was revealed to them that
the day you were born, in fact, even
they were not serving themselves but you,
before that (as Scripture says, “he knew
when they spoke of the things that have
me in my mother’s womb”). God moved
now been told you by those who have
heaven and earth to save mankind
preached the gospel to you by the Holy
because it is important to him. Meditate
Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long
on that truth and let it move you to view
to look into these things.
yourself and those around you in a new
There’s a lot in there, but focus on the light.
last sentence: “Even angels long to look
into these things.” One pastor outlines the
flow of this passage as follows:
1. The prophets predicted the coming of
Christ.
2. The apostles and the early church
preached Christ to everyone.
3. The angels long to understand the
salvation Christ brings.

4. We now know what the prophets
never knew, and we experience what the
But Scripture is clear that God does care. angels can only wish they knew.
He cares enough that he took on flesh,
became as a man, and took upon himself The angels marvel at God’s work of
the judgment of a holy God in our place, salvation on behalf of mankind. Man may
so that we could be reconciled to God. be created a little lower than the angels,

Steve Young

Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit. Job 10:12
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Bible Reading: Matthew 13:1-52.

hearts, to minimise the severity of their
judgment. Matthew 13:10-17. The same
Aim: To understand the background and
sun that melts the ice, hardens the clay.
meaning of Jesus’ Parables, and apply
The same message that awakens some,
them to serving Christ.
will harden another. Jesus’ reason for
Introduction: The word “parable” speaking in parables contained a
comes from the Greek word “parabolè”, prophecy from Isaiah 6:9-10.
made up from the verb “ballo” (to throw,
lay or place) and the prefix “para” This important prophecy refers to the
(meaning alongside of). A parable explains spiritual deterioration of Israel, and occurs
an unclear idea by laying it alongside 5 times in the New Testament (Matt.
of a clear idea to help interested listeners 13:14-15, Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; John
to better understand it. The known 12:39,40; Acts 28:26,27).
clarifies the unknown, making it more
The Jews would hear God’s word but
interesting, easier to remember, and
not understand it and see Jesus’ powerful
easier to apply to life. The word parable
miracles but not understand them as
occurs 48 times in the first three gospels,
proof of His Messiahship. Their dull
and twice in Hebrews 9:9 and 11:19. A
hearts would make them spiritually blind
parable is an earthly story with a heavenly
and deaf, and the result would be
meaning.
judgment in 70 AD. The disciples saw
I. WHY DID JESUS TEACH and believed. The Jewish leaders saw
and rejected, so God gave them no more
IN PARABLES?
light.
About one-third of Jesus’ teachings as
recorded in the Gospels were in Parables. 2. A second reason Jesus used parables
is given in Matthew 13:34,35: “That it
The disciples asked Jesus in Matthew might be fulfilled which was spoken by
13:10 “Why speakest unto them in the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth
Parables?” Four reasons are:
in parables; I will utter things which have
been kept secret from the foundation of
1. To reveal truth to genuine seekers, the world”. This was to fulfil the prophecy
but to hide truth from those with hard

of Asaph in Psalm 78:2 “ I will open my
mouth in
a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old”.
Jesus’ parables opened secrets,
mysteries, or new truths hidden since the
foundation of the world.
3. Many of the parables explained the
time period between Christ’s
rejection and His return. Both the
disciples and ourselves need to
understand this period as we set out to
evangelize the world.
4. Many parables were answers to
some problem or opposition. For
example:
a) The Pharisees criticised Jesus for
eating with sinners, so He told them the
parables
of a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost
son.
b) The disciples thought they were very
successful because of the big crowds, so
Jesus replied with the parable of a sower
who saw 75% of his seed become
fruitless.
c) The Pharisees claimed Jesus was in
league with the devil, so He told the

“Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took,
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened” - Matthew 13:33.
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parable of a strong man guarding his 6. Jesus stated that the parables concern in the Tribulation that Christ’s coming is
goods being overcome by a stronger the “kingdom of heaven” (Matthew near. (Matthew 24:14).
man.
13:11), of which we know the following:
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm
d) The disciples asked “Lord, teach us i) It is found only in Matthew’s gospel Sunday to offer Himself as King to the
to pray”, so Jesus told the parable of the and is mentioned 32 times.
Jews in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9, He
persistent friend .
accepted the “Hosannahs” of the
ii) Its character is described in the 12 multitude, thus acknowledging His right
The parables are mirrors and windows. kingdom of Heaven parables in Matthew
to Kingship over an earthly kingdom.
As mirrors they help us see our faults.
13:1-50; 18:23-25; 20:1-16; 22:1-14; Sadly, the Pharisees in the crowd that
day said to Jesus, “Master, rebuke thy
As windows they help us understand life 25:1-30.
and God’s plans for this world.
iii) Its time is limited from the First to the disciples” (Matthew 19:39), thus
rejecting Christ’s offer as King over the
Second Coming of Christ.
II. HOW SHOULD WE
Messianic Kingdom. Christ’s Kingdom
iv)
Its
sphere
is
limited
to
Christendom.
was thus postponed and the church,
INTERPRET PARABLES?
which is the mystery form of the Kingdom
1. Christ’s interpretation of parables v) It contains a mixture of good & evil, of heaven, was introduced at the day of
is the key to how we interpret other Wheat & Tares, good & bad fish, wise Pentecost. It is the subject of
& foolish virgins.
parables. Matt13:18-23;36-43
Christendom being a mixture of saved
2. Look for the main truth the parable III. THE POSTPONEMENT and imitators that is discussed in some
parables.
teaches.

OF CHRIST’S EARTHLY
3. Not every detail of a parable means 1000 YEAR KINGDOM OF Question 1: What would have happened
if the Jews as a nation had repented and
something unless the context demands it. ISRAEL
Sometimes, symbols have different
meanings in different parables. For
example, in the parable of the sower, the
seed represents the word of God, and
the soil represents the human heart. But
in the parable of the wheat and tares, the
good seed represents the children of the
kingdom, and the field represents the
world.
4. Parables were given to illustrate
doctrine, not to teach doctrine. Don’t
try to prove a doctrine only on the basis
of a parable. Parables are windows of a
house, not it’s foundation. For example,
to try to teach salvation by good works
from the parable of the sheep and goats
(Matthew 25:31-46) ignores the
prophetic context and would contradict
clear doctrines taught elsewhere.
5. Other passages of scripture may
define some detail of a parable. For
example, in the parable of the treasure
hid in a field, Exodus 19:5 and Psalm
135:4 define God’s peculiar treasure to
be Israel.

accepted Jesus Christ as their King and
At the time of Jesus’ birth, there was a Messiah? Would Christ’s earthly
widespread expectation that Messiah’s Kingdom have been set up?
coming was near, maybe because some
Answer: Certainly, but not necessarily
understood the Daniel 9:24-27 “70
straight away because Jesus had to die
week” prophecy that Messiah would
for the sins of the world as Saviour before
come 173,880 days after March 5, 444
He could assume His rule as King. This
BC. This made the due date for
would have been achieved by the Roman
Messiah’s coming to be March 30, 33 government crucifying Jesus as a usurper.
AD. Hence Simeon and Anna waited in With Jesus’ resurrection and ascension,
the Temple for Christ as the “Consolation Daniel’s 69th week would have ended
and the 70th week begun without a
of Israel” (Luke 2:25-38).
break. At the close of the 70th week,
The Kingdom of Heaven is named since Jesus would have returned to set up His
it was given from heaven by God the 1000 year earthly Kingdom.
Father (Daniel 7:13,14).
Question 2: What about the church?
Jesus’ message was the same as John the How could it be formed if there was no
Baptist’s: “Repent, for the Kingdom of break between the 69th and 70th week?
heaven is at hand”. Matthew 3:2; 4:17. Doesn’t Ephesians 1:4 state that it was
They both called for Israel to nationally God’s eternal purpose to form the
repent.
church?
The Messianic kingdom cannot be set up Answer: Yes. God foreknew that Israel
until Israel as a nation repents. (Zechariah would reject Christ’s offer of the
12:10). Jesus preached the “gospel of the kingdom, yet His offer was still genuine.
kingdom” in Matthew 4:23 and the same After Christ’s resurrection, the disciples
“gospel of the kingdom” will be preached

Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it?
Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another. Mark 9:50
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asked Him: “Lord wilt thou at this time
restore again the Kingdom to Israel?
Jesus replied: “It is not for you to know
the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in His own power”.
(Acts 1:6). Jesus’ answer is that He was
not going to tell them if the Messiah’s
earthly 1000 year kingdom was to
come then or later. Why? Because it
depended on Israel’s response to
Christ’s offer as proclaimed by the
Apostles. Peter’s second sermon states
that if the nation repented, then Jesus
Christ would return and establish His
earthly kingdom: “Repent ye therefore,
and be converted, that your sins may

be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus
Christ....” (Acts 3:19:20).

“Kingdom of Heaven Parables”, which
describe the character of the period from
Christ’s Ascension to the Rapture of the
Church.

This offer of the Kingdom is in a transition
period within the church age. Acts is a
transition book where God gives the
Jewish nation a chance to repent, they
fail, and so God temporarily sets Israel
aside and instead works through the
church.
Hence, the King having been rejected, it
was impossible to set up the Kingdom
at that time, so the Kingdom took on
another form known as the “Mystery
Form” as described in the Matthew 13

THE PARABLES OF JESUS CHRIST.

Dr. Keith Piper
24. The Rich Fool
Luke 12:16-21.

1. The Two Houses
Matthew 7:24-27 Luke 6:47-49.

12. The Two Sons
Matthew 21:28-32.

25. The Barren Fig Tree
Luke 13:6-9.

2. The New Cloth and
New Wineskins
Matthew 9:16-17.

13. The Wicked Vinegrowers
Matthew 21:33-46,
Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19.

26. The Great Supper
Luke 14:15-24.

3. The Sower
Matthew 13:5-8, Mark 4:3-8;
Luke 8:5-8.

14. The Marriage of the King’s Son
Matthew 22:1-14.

4. The Weeds
Matthew 13:24-30.
5. The Mustard Seed
Matthew 13:31-32 ,
Mark 4:30-32;
Luke 13:18-19.
6. The Yeast
Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20-21.
7. The Hidden Treasure
Matthew 13:44.
8. The Pearl of Great Price
Matthew 13:45-46
9. The Fishing Net
Matthew 13:47-50.
10. The Unforgiving Servant
Matthew 18:23-35.
11. The Workers in the Vineyard
Matthew 20:1-16.

15. The Two Servants
Matthew 24:45-51.
16. The 10 Virgins
Matthew 25:1-13.
17. The Talents
Matthew 25:14-30.
18. The Seed Growing Secretly
Mark 4:26-29.
19. The Doorkeeper
Mark 13:34-37.
20. The Rude Children
Luke 7:31-35.
21. The Two Debtors
Luke 7:41-43.

27. The Unfinished Tower and
the King’s Rash War
Luke 14:28-33.
28. The Lost Sheep
Matthew 18:12-14,
Luke 15:4-7.
29. The Lost Coin
Luke 15:8-10.
30. The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32.
31. The Shrewd Manager
Luke 16:1-9.
32. The Servant’s Reward
Luke 17:7-10.
33. The Unjust Judge
Luke 18:1-8.

22. The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37.

34. The Pharisee and
the Tax gatherer
Luke 18:9-14.

23. The Friend at Midnight
Luke 11:5-8.

35. The Pounds
Luke 19:1-27.

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. John 10:11
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Dear Readers,
We are happy to present you with the 9th issue of “Wisdom
for the Heart,” a monthly bilingual magazine.
The need for leadership is great. The value of a Christcentered education for leaders has never been more
important than at present times (Eph 4:11-12).

1. I will daily pray for GNBC&S Missionaries
2. I will start a prayer group in my house.

Good News Bible College and Seminary provides a Christ
-centered academic environment that combines a deep
exploration of faith and learning. Our emphasis is on
spiritual formation, small size class and One-on-One
relationships with professors creating long lasting ministry
partnerships.

3. God being my enabler I will give Rs. ________
every month for the ministry of GNBC&S
4. God being my enabler I will sponsor one
GNBC&S student by paying Rs. 500/- every
month.

Our commitment is to develop the Servant Leadership
roles and help advance the work of God’s Kingdom.

5. God being my enabler I will sponsor a Tribal
Missionary by paying Rs. 1000/- and more
every month

We are in need of Co-Ordinators from every State
of India who has passion to provide theological
education through Good News Bible College. Please
contact us to know more about how you can be a
part of this great movement in India.

6. I will subscribe to “Wisdom for the Heart”
magazine annually Rs. 200/-

Mr/Mrs/Ms.______________________________

We look forward to hearing from you and to serve the
Lord together for the extension of His kingdom. I Cor
15:58.

My Address ______________________________

Rev. G. Billy Judson

_________________________________________

M.B.A., M.A.C.M. (USA).

Pin Code _________________________________
Phone No: _______________________________

Your prayerful contributions may be sent to :

G. Jayasekhar
A/C No. 107 253 02415
State Bank of India
IFC Code : SBI0000916
Secunderabad, 500 003, TS.

But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD.
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Three Observations about The ones chosen by God to The Queen’s luggage contained two
accomplish His will are ordinary outfits for every conceivable occasion,
Christ’s Birth
people.
The fact that God had been silent did
not mean He had stopped working. God used a poor carpenter and his young
poor bride. He used an aged priest and
Silence and sovereignty are a his elderly wife. And now, He uses an
combination none of us like. Take heart old man who is not even a priest, to hold
and hope during dark days of silence— Christ aloft and declare a message about
God is still at work.
this Messiah.
The message from God tends to be God can use you and me, as well. He
heard by those who want to listen.
can use us, ordinary men and women, to

including one outfit to wear in case
someone died and she needed to attend
the funeral. She brought along her own
hairdresser, two valets, and a dozen
personal attendants. Also, carefully
preserved within her luggage, were forty
pints of plasma in case of a medical
emergency. A single brief visit by the
Queen to a foreign country can cost her
We have no record of priests gathering share His message. This holiday season,
government as much as twenty million
around Simeon to ask questions and to let us jump for joy that He has arrived;
prod Joseph and Mary for information. let us hold Him up for all the world to dollars.
No crowd formed, anxious to have a see, “The Messiah is here.”
Having visited a number of royal
chance to hold Him, demanding more
More Than the Legend of residences, I noticed that the British have
information about the implications of
the custom of flying the flag whenever
Simeon’s prayer.
Zeus
the Queen is actually in residence. If you
They are all busy about the temple. They Author Philip Yancey once contrasted the
see a flag flying somewhere high from a
are taking little notice of the introduction humility of Christ’s coming to earth with
of this One whom every aspect of temple a trip abroad by England’s Queen. When castle, it signifies, “the Queen is in.”
life portrayed. He was the bread of the
the royal family traveled someplace to A Divine Mystery
showbread table; the candelabra of
everlasting light; the incense of pleasing make an appearance, they were shown Unlike the queen’s arrival, the arrival of
aroma before the Father; the blood of with flashing jewelry, and fanfare, and the Jesus had little fanfare. Here comes the
the lamb upon the mercy seat; the attentive, ever-present paparazzi.
Prince of Peace; the Father of eternity.
sacrificial animal on the altar; the veil
When Queen Elizabeth visited the United He is divine royalty—traveling to earth
which would soon be torn away; the High
States, newspapers revealed all the without any attendants and with nowhere
Priest who would one day sit down.
behind-the-scenes details and to lay, except in a feed trough borrowed
Why did they not hear Simeon then? For
preparations. There were not your usual from the animals who seemed willing
the same reason perhaps, that you do
enough to share it that night with their
not hear me now. You do not want to allotment of forty pounds, but four
Creator.
hold Him either; you do not want the thousand pounds of luggage.
Savior in your life.
Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. Psalm 72:11
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This Christmas, like every other
Christmas, the world is reminded, “The
King has arrived!” For those of us who
believe in Him, we have His flag flying
from the castle of our hearts.
His flag is a flag of redemption. His
majesty did not come to earth with spare
blood packed away in case of an
emergency. He came to give His blood John countered this false teaching in his
away because there is an emergency— second epistle.
”the wages of sin is death!”
For many deceivers have gone out into
What an incredible mystery. God the the world, those who do not
Redeemer coming to earth, born of a acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming
virgin. God, choosing to dress in the in the flesh. This is the deceiver and
street clothes of our flesh. The eternal the antichrist. (2 John 1:7)
second Person of the Trinity, being
confined in time. The omnipresent Son, The truth is, if Jesus Christ is not fully
being bound in a Spirit-fertilized egg in a man and fully God, we cannot be saved
and we have no true Christianity. In fact,
virgin’s womb.
as one author put it,
We can sing about it and read about it Apart from Jesus being both fully
and study it, but we can never truly fathom human and fully divine, there is no
how God did it; how He took on flesh in gospel. The essence and the power of
a virgin’s womb. To put it simply, no one the gospel is that God became man
has a clue how God could become a and that, by being both wholly God
and wholly man, He was able to
baby.
reconcile sinners to God (John
Yet, the entire gospel hinges upon this MacArthur, Matthew, 13).
truth. The fact that Jesus Christ was fully Not to mention that if the New Testament
God and born fully human is not optional is wrong about Jesus being the divine Son
truth, it is foundational truth.
of God, born of a virgin, then what can
be trusted in the New Testament as right?
A Satanic Denial
If the gospel writers misrepresented the
It is little wonder then, that early in the truth about Christ, what else did they lie
life of the church, the enemy of the church about? His virgin birth, His atoning death,
began to originate and develop false His resurrection, His ascension, and His
teaching which claimed Jesus was return all stand together, or they all fall
something less than fully God or less than together.
fully human.
It is no wonder that attacks against the
It seems that even before the end of the
life of John, the last living apostle,
heretical attacks were being launched
against either the full humanity or the full
deity of Jesus Christ.

Nestorianism—which argued that there
were two separate people inside the
body of Jesus.
Monophysitism—which taught that
Christ had only one nature—a fusion of
divine and human natures. Thus, Christ
was not wholly God nor wholly human;
He was at least fifty percent God and
fifty percent man.
The attacks on Christ’s nature have not
gone away over the years. In fact, they
have only intensified.
One British author wrote that Jesus would
have been horrified to think of a church,
let alone people, worshiping Him as if
He were divine.
Another wrote that Jesus was a magician
who had people under His sway.
A third wrote that Jesus was a great rabbi
who had no intention or desire to found
a movement or a church.
If this is true, then Christ cannot truly
represent us as a man nor can He fully
redeem us as God.
To be continued Part 6.
Please scan the QR Code
for more information

divine and human nature of Christ began
early in the church. It was not long after
John the apostle died that other views
arose to take away from Christ, either
His deity or His humanity.

One view that arose was known as For example, there arose Apollinarianism
docetism. This view claimed that Christ - which taught that Christ was not fully
was not really flesh; He was not really human.
human.
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots. Isaiah 11:1
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What great words did Jesus say or said about Jesus?
1.

John 4:32 I have ____________________________________________

2.

John 4:35 Lift ______________________________________________

3.

John 4:42 This _____________________________________________

4.

John 5:14 Sin ______________________________________________

5.

John 5:23 He that ___________________________________________

6.

John 5:24 He that ___________________________________________

7.

John 5:34 These things I say that ________________________________

8.

John 5:33-39 Fourfold witness to Jesus __________________________

9.

John 6:29 This is the work of God, that ___________________________

10. John 6:37 Him _____________________________________________
11. John 6:40 This is the will of Him that sent me _______________________
12. John6:47 He that ___________________________________________
13. John 6:51 I am the __________________________________________
14. John 6:68 Peter said, _______________________________________
15. John 7:24 Judge not _________________________________________

I love and thank all of you in the Lord, for the wondrous grace and Wisdom of God in you!
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