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“PRAY WITHOUT CEASING”
There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band
called the Italian Band, a devout man and one who feared God with all his house,
who gave many alms to the people and prayed to God always! (Acts. 10:1-2)
This story tells us how God took notice of this man and worked out the
details of his coming to a saving knowledge of Christ. He was a religious man, a
very devout man, but he was not saved. None of the Jewish converts had
approached him about his relationship to Jesus Christ, evidently on account of
racial Prejudice on the part of the Jewish people towards the Gentiles. In addition
to all of this Cornelius prayed all the time. He did the thing that the Apostle Paul
told the Christians at Thessalonica to do,. “Pray without ceasing” ( 1Thess. 5:17).
I believe that in the prayer life of Cornelius he may have asked God for
more grace on the matter of his salvation, and for God to show him what he must
do. “he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.”. (Heb. 11:6) And God did take notice of Cornelius,
and he was told “Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before
God”. (Acts. 10:4)

Rev. Dr. Jayasekhar
Chief Editor
Mob : +91 984 845 2008

At about three O’clock in the afternoon Cornelius had a vision. Many
times God used visions and dreams to speak to those whose hearts were right with
Him. Speaking to individuals like this was not just a matter of speaking to someone,
but speaking in them. This is how God spoke to Ananias in (Acts. 9:10) and told
him to go to Saul of Tarsus who had just been converted on the road to Damascus.
God revealed His will in some vision form to Cornelius, and Cornelius recognized
this as from God.
The angel in the vision which Cornelius saw told him to send some
messengers to Joppa, where Peter lived, who would come and tell him what to do.
So if God was instructing Cornelius to find out what else he needed to do, then it is
evident that all he was doing in his religious life was not enough to save him. It
would take something more than all this “Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us” (Titus. 3:5) For by grace are
ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Not of
works, lest any man should boast. (Eph. 2:8).
So Cornelius immediately called two of his servants and one of his devout
soldiers and explained to them what had happened. He then sent them to Joppa to
look for Peter. It was necessary for Peter to go to Caesarea and preach the
Gospel to Cornelius. He now understood the purpose of the vision. Cornelius
brought all his relatives and friends together so that they could hear the Gospel of
God preached to them. Cornelius was so overjoyed, “Who shall tell these words
whereby thou and all of thy house shall be saved”. (Acts. 11:14)
The story that Peter told of Cornelius and his household is for all of us
today as well. After preaching the Gospel, Peter closed his sermon by saying “To
give all the prophets witness that through His Name whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive remission of sins”.(Acts. 10:43)
Prayer is to be the response of every child of God, who knows that their
heavenly father is ready and waiting to have an opportunity to save, bless, and
build them up in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. Intercessory prayers go a step
further. Intercessory prayers leads us to pray for the un-reached dying souls.
Jesus died for all for those who seek and find Him. May the Lord bless you and
your family?
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“And ye are witnesses of these things.”
Luke 24: 45 - 49.
The best way to know God’s calling for your life is to launch out in
obedience to the “Great Commission” and begin doing it, whether
that is in direct evangelism or by teaching (Matt 28; 18-20).
The challenge in Missions is to train the missionary and to place him
in the field where God has called him. We shall be witnesses both in
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the remotest parts of the earth. The
body of Christ needs to realize that our commitment to the ends of
the earth should be simultaneous and concurrent with our call at our
JERUSALEM.

Rev. Billy Judson
Editor
Mob : +91 984 961 9433

Good News Bible College and Seminary exist to equip lay leaders, men
and women for the servant leadership of Christ, in local churches to
interpret the Bible accurately, teach vigorously and preach
expositionally. (2 Tim 2: 15) As of today, we have been able to establish
46 Bible colleges and have trained 13,780 students from 9 states in
India.
Dr. D. L. Moody had dreampt of starting an Adult Bible College in 1882.
The urgent need to train lay men and women was the heart beat of
Dr. D. L. Moody’s vision. (Matt 9: 38)
Towards the end of the 20th century, God used men like Sadhu Sunder
Singh, Brother Bhaktha Singh and many other mission agencies like
IEM, FMB, IEHC, for causing them to bring about a wave of revival for
missions that sweep accross the Nation.
We need a similar revival today, not only of the church, but a revival
of people who will volunteer freely to fulfill the responsibility of winning
souls and planting churches nationwide. They are called to “begin at”
their Jerusalem and go “to the ends of the earth”.
We are called to thouch the lives of others in order to bring them to
the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, who willingly gave His life as a
ransom for the redemption of the whole world. We cannot repeat His
sacrifice but we need to serve with same heart. It is a wonderful
privilege to partner with God in His work so that he may bring another
captive soul into enough light for them to make the choice to repent
and be saved.
If we take the need for witnessing seriously, we unleash the power of
God and see the enemy’s plans crushed. We the church, have the role
of seeing the nations transformed ushering in the glory of God.
May the Lord’s richest blessings be upon you and your family as you
serve Him faithfully.
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Rev. G. Billy Judson with his parents
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PRAYER REQUESTS
1.

Please pray for all the delegates for their safe travel coming from different parts of India.

2.

Please pray for the key Speakers and Workshop Leaders Coming from abroad for their
safety and travel to reach the Conference Centre.

3.

Please Pray for Good News 360 may bring revival among the Participants.

4.

Pray that God will show us the strong holds in our own lives, which prevent us from seeing
His Kingdom.

5.

Pray that the church would not be self-focused. Pray that we would get God’s perspective
and heart for our Nation.

6.

Pray for the revelation of the truth of the cross that Jesus died for our sins.

7.

Pray for God’s mercy for the sins of the past and that the roots of injustice, division, and
hatred would be broken and the God of Justice revealed.

8.

Pray for the church growth to be salt and light and be protected from the spiritual influence.

9.

Pray for all the Christian Organizations to grow, the way God sees it and His heart for it.

10. Please pray for all the Pastors and Christian families to be a model for others in Word and
deed.
11. Pray that the church would Model Godly in arranges and take responsibility to develop
ministries to families
12. Pray for God’s protection over the family unit. Pray against the enemy’s tactics to attack,
deceive and destroy families.
13. Please continue to pray for Good News Bible Colleges to establish more in every State in
India
14. Pray for the Gospel to be received every person so that mourning and grieving will be
turned into hope and Joy.
15. Pray for church leaders to lead out in forgiveness and reconciliation, to break the bondages
and for doors to be opened for the Gospel

“For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” `
Romans 11:15
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This article has been provided with permission by our Ministry Partners at Preaching.com.




  
               
   

             
 

   

  
  
             
          
 

 

   
      
  
              
            
    
 




 
      


        
  
      

            
 

 
 
          
 
 
             


      
     
November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

17

This article has been provided with permission by our Ministry Partners at Preaching.com.

            
   
  
             
     
  



   
     
  
             
    
   

    
  
           


 
              
 
   
 
     
          
         
   

             


       

          
       
    
           
     
     
   
           
  
       
          
             

   
 
               
                  
                     
 
                    
                              
   
                         


      

        
              
                  

 
 

  
November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

18


       
     


  
  
     
  
 
    
      
        

                 
              
 
   
 
 
            
 
            
   




 
           

   
  

 
    
        

   

         

 
   
      
         
    
             

  
  
   

  

              



    


   

   

    
  


    


November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

19


         




   
  


             
 
  
         
   

       
         


 

     
           
      
  

          
 


     
    
  




             

          
     
      


              
  

    
   
  
        
 
       


        
 
    
          
  

                 

   
  
   
  
 
    
 

     
       
  
   
 
       


         


          
        


   
               
  
     
    
       



       
  
         
   
      
  
      
 
 





November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

20


                         
    
   

 
          

             

  
 
       
  
     
    
                 

    
         
          
          
                  
                             
      
                                   
                             
       
            
              

                 

 

     
 
    
 
 



   
   
  
    


November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

21


                      
    
      
                           
               
 
                  
                           
               
                   
       
      
    
  
                      
                       
                                             
                

                   
         
                  
   
        
                  
      
  
   
November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

22

  
  
      
   
 
   
     
 
         


 
  
 
                 
   
   
   
   
  
         
   
   
              
 
      
    

   

              
 
   
  
  


 
 
         
 




   
    
  
          

    

  
   
  

 
 

    
  
               


       
November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

23

           
          
 

           
  
 

   
                
 
    
  
   
  
            
      
  


   
  
  
              
          
  
  


   
   
  

    



   
  
  

             

               
  
        


  

        

   
            
                    

   
 
November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

24

 
      


     
  

  
       
  

       



    

  


    
  

    
   


     
  
        
 
 
 


  


  
            


         

  
   
            
    
            

    
  


 
 
      
  
   
                
     
 

  


  

   

   
        

   
   


   
  
          
           

 
      
                    
     
                    
  



             
               


       
  
November 2016

WISDOM FOR THE HEART

25

     
          
 
          
    
    
       
         
   




THE HARVEST

THE HARVEST FIELDS ARE WHITE
AND THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT.
THE LORD OF THE HARVEST
TELLS US TO THE FIELDS WE ARE SENT.
GO TO THE FIELDS, TO THEM THAT ARE LOST
GO WITH MY GOSPEL, GO AT ANY COST.
HOW BEAUTIFUL THE FEET OF THOSE THAT SHARE
THE GOSPEL OF PEACE WITH MUCH LOVE AND CARE.
FRIEND WE MUST REDEEM THE TIME FOR OUR DAYS ARE FEW
AND OUR GOD HAS GIVEN US A GREAT WORK TO DO.
EACH SOUL HE DOES REGARD AND TRULY CHERISH,
AND IS NOT WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD EVER PERISH.
GO IN THE NAME OF OUR GREAT KING,
GO TO THE PEOPLE HIS PRAISES TO SING.
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PLANNING FOR
TEAM LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT
Planning for leadership
development is imperative for the
local church to know when goals
and objectives have been met.
Planning is also important from the
standpoint of evaluating leadership
development
efforts
for
effectiveness. Michael Allison and
Jude Kaye discussed the
importance of setting goals and
objectives:
“Goals are outcome
statements that guide the
organization’s programs,
administrative, financial,
and governance functions.
For the organization as a
whole, for example, the
ultimate goal is the purpose
spelled out in the mission
statement; similarly, the
organization’s programs,
program groups, and
management/operations
functions need to be
guided by their own minipurposes (i.e., their
goals).”

attainable and measurable goals, it
is important for churches to do the
same. If ministry was a journey
without need for planning how
work should be accomplished, the
church would not realize when the
task had been accomplished. One
might ask, “If the success of the
Christian life is determined by
accomplishment of God’s will in
one’s place within the local church,
how would one know if they had
accomplished what they should
have if there is no plan?” The local
church should work together to
accomplish God’s plan. Thus, every
member should know the plan to
ensure each member fulfills what
should be done at the proper time
to accomplish the mission of the
local church.

Timing and priorities are key
to follow the plan and vision the
local church has set forth. Jim
Collins discussed this matter of
priories from a business
standpoint; however, the same
principle applies in the local
church setting. Collins declared,
If business, military, and “Good is the enemy of great. And
educational institutions need to set that is one of the key reasons why

we have so little that becomes
great.”
The point Collins made was
an organization should make
competent decisions regarding
their priorities to ensure they are
successful. Collins also alluded to
the difference between the success
of a majority of companies and that
of the most notable companies.
One could make an inference from
Collins’ quote that there is an
opportunity for any business or
church to become successful.
An argument could be made
that churches either plan to remain
small with little influence, or they
plan for growth and greater
influence. Effectiveness and
influence in ministry hinge upon a
pastor and church planning to
accomplish their mission. With
regard to the importance of
planning, Gordon Godfrey, Jr. and
James Marris stated, “Effective
pastors manage their priorities,
then let their priorities manage
their time. They focus on achieving
their priorities – the stuff that
really matters, such as achieving the

“Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.” - 1 Timothy 4:15
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church’s purpose, building a great to potential problems would prove
team, and growing great people.” to be wise. Equally so, there is
Godfrey made the complex wisdom in seeking multiple ways
concept simple and communicated to create opportunities for
this planning strategy to encourage productivity within ministry.
pastors to think logically, plan
strategically, and act efficiently.
The Scripture that correlates with
this idea of planning is Ephesians
5:.15-16 that states, “See then that
ye walk circumspectly, not as
fools, but as wise, Redeeming the
time, because the days are evil.”
When considering this passage,
one can see the biblical principle
employed in strategic planning.

Planning for the development
of leaders within the local church
is a significant task. The principle
for developing leaders can be
found in part in Luke 14:28. It
states, “For which of you, intending
to build a tower, sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish
it?” Leadership development is the
main mission of the local church.

Perhaps the reason leadership
Seemingly, the benefits for
planning leadership development development is so important is the
within the local church are many. task is so large. Planning for
leadership development was
Godfrey explained,
expressed by Edward Dayton and
“Excellent pastors always
Ted Engstrom, who stated, “The two
shift maximum time and
most important things in longresources
toward
range planning are people and
important priorities – not
organization—not money.” The
just the urgent items.
theme of planning keeps leaders
Since they allow
focused on the mission of
themselves the freedom
developing leadership. Dayton and
to plan and set priorities
Engstrom explained this endeavor
they can more easily see
of accomplishing the task when
potential roadblocks and
they stated, “We need to see that—
future opportunities for
if the people have the skills,
productivity. Since they
motivation, and the energy to carry
understood how to create
out the task, and if they are given
multiple
solutions,
the adequate communication which
proactive pastors quickly
should be provided—they can
initiate
alternative
overcome the problems of
solutions to their
money.” The lesson is to focus on
problems.”
the mission of developing leaders
One could infer from to do the work of the ministry
Godfrey’s statements that ministry within the local church and to avoid
outcomes are seldom predictable, getting sidetracked with less
thus having more than one solution important tasks.

There are specific steps to
apply for leadership development
planning. These steps are:
(1) Create a plan of action for
leaders of the development team to
follow; (2) State the order of
priorities for implementing the
leadership development plan; (3)
Identify the time and resources
allotted to each of the priorities;
(4) Instruct leaders to carefully
consider potential problems and
multiple ways to create
opportunities; (5) Create short and
long-term goals for leadership
development; and (6) Consistently
rehearse the vision and mission
statements of the church.
Now that we understand the
importance of planning the
development of team leadership,
we can set about implementing the
plan. In order to do so, we need to
understand the biblical importance
of development of team
leadership.

Dr. Andrew T. Knight

“Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” - 2 Corinthians 3:17
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Why Did Jesus Choose the 12 Apostles?

Dr. Doug Bookman

B.A., M.Div., Th.M., Ph.D.

Professor of New Testament and Bible Exposition
In His early months of ministry in Israel, Jesus Seeking seclusion to instruct the Twelve, Jesus
attracted great multitudes to hear His messages, retreated to what would then be known as “heathen
receive His miraculous healings, and eat the bread lands.” The leaders in Israel harassed him because
He offered. Many of the Jewish leaders had of their animosity to His teaching, and no place
rejected Him and claimed His power came from within the region would allow Him a time of true
Satan (Matthew 12), but the people—for the most private instruction. The Twelve Apostles would serve
as the core of the future church, and this time
would prepare them for—from their vantage
Then comes John 6.
point—the catastrophe of His death. His instruction
Just as the Jewish leaders had done, the people during this time culminated in the Transfiguration,
sought a sign to prove Jesus was who He claims witnessed by the three members of the “inner
to be: the promised Messiah. What Jesus gave circle,” Peter, James, and John, an event that
part—flocked after Him.

them instead was a teaching that many found far fortified their faith and left an indelible impression
too difficult. He asked them to trust in Him on their later ministry (see 2 Peter 1:16-21).
completely and to submit to His authority as the
“bread from heaven.” Many who claimed to be
His disciples rejected Him and left.
Since the multitudes had turned away from their
promised Messiah, Jesus began a six-month
period of private instruction with the Twelve, those
He would prepare for the time of this death,
resurrection, and departure. Previously, Jesus had
not mentioned these events and certainly not in
explicit terms, which explains Peter’s shock and
consternation (Matthew 16:22). But with Israel’s
rejection, the shadow of the cross grew ever larger.

Dr. Doug Bookman

“If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” - 1 Corithians 3:14
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“The Orphaned Book” – Walt
I. ABSTRACT:

Kaiser

Vs. 1–3

II. INTRODUCTION:

 “I am the man” – Man here can be rendered
“strong man.”

 This chapter is an even more zoomed in look
at the events that have just taken place.
Whereas Ch. 1 was an overview, Ch. 2 was
zoomed in at the particular aspects of the
destruction of Jerusalem, Ch. 3 is zoomed in
to the personal level.
 Ch. 3 seems to be addressing the question:
How can the individual respond to these
events?

 But look at the conditions of this “strong man.”
He is being led by a harsh master.
 Same language, but opposite feeling of
Ps. 23. Instead of being led gently, he is
being driven. He is being led through
darkness.
Vs. 4–9
 The language here is siege language. That is
why many commentators have viewed this
chapter not from the perspective of a man, but
from the perspective of the city as a whole

 This might be why this chapter is written largely
in the first person (sg and pl) but is often
ambiguous about whether it is the prophet
speaking or a personification of the average
man. It seems to go back and forth on this.
 This is why one’s view of the authorship
of the book is so important. If it is
important to the interpreter that Jeremiah
wrote Lamentations then he will spend this
chapter focused almost exclusively on
comparing this chapter with the life of the
prophet. If, on the other hand, it is
admitted that the book is anonymous,
then comparisons can be made to the
exile and the destruction of Jerusalem
(what this book is actually about).
III. CONTENT:

 But why would it here be a male city and
not a female city as before?
Vs. 10–12


Here God is seen as a crouching lion and bear
who has mauled Israel. (Hos. 13:8)

I will encounter them like a bear robbed of her cubs,
And I will tear open their chests;
There I will also devour them like a lioness,
As a wild beast would tear them.
 Vs. 12 pictures YHWH once again as an archer
(cf. Ch. 2)
Vs. 13–18

Vs. 1–24: The Humble Man Finds Comfort in the
Covenant Love of God

 Vs. 13 begins by informing the reader that God
has hit the mark! Bull’s eye.

“And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart,
neither didst remember the latter end of it.” - Isaiah 47:7
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 Vs. 18– in light of the trials that he is enduring,
he responds by expressing his feeling of being
cut off. His “everlastingness/ perpetuity” has
perished and so has his hope in the Lord.
HOWEVER:

 Thus, they are cluing us in on reasons for
bearing the yoke
1. His punishments don’t last forever
2. Grief is followed by compassion
3. It hurts the heart of God to inflict punishment

Vs. 19–24

 Vs. 34–36

 Vs. 19:

 YHWH’s discipline is not characterized by
these things. It is not vindictive or unjust.

 Begins “remember…”
 This brings a great deal of perspective to
the remainder of this beautiful section
which recounts the faithfulness of YHWH.
 “remember…this I recall”
 I.e. despite his feeling of being cut off and
having no hope, he knows that the Lord is
faithful. What he knows is not really matching
up with what he feels.

 Vs. 37–39
 In light of the justice of God’s discipline,
His character, and His sovereignty Israel
has no right to complain…especially
when her sin is recognized.
Vs. 40–66: The Humble Man Finds Deliverance
Vs. 40–48
 Vs. 40–42

 Vs. 24:
 “The Lord is my portion”
 Reminds us of the Levites who’s portion was
the Lord

 This triplet is a call to the nation to confess
their sins and return to YHWH.
 They sinned. He did not pardon.
 Vs. 43–48

 Numbers 18:20:

 These two triplets explains how He did not
Then the LORD said to Aaron, “You shall have no
pardon their sins.
inheritance in their land nor own any portion among
 Vs. 46- quotes 2:16
them; I am your portion and your inheritance among
the sons of Israel.
Vs. 49–51
Vs. 25–39: The Nature of God’s Punishment
 Background information about the pain of the
man and his anticipation of relief
Vs. 25–30
Vs. 52–57

 Vs. 25–27:
 In light of the previous recollection that
God is the believer’s portion, there is no
reason to worry or fear. The believer must
needs only wait and be steadfast.
 All three of these verses begin with tôv.
The focus is on the good
 Vs. 28–30
 These verses all use the Jussive and are
an explanation of what it means to bear
the yoke in his youth.
Vs. 31–39
 Vs. 31–33
 These verses all begin with kç meaning
“for”

 Despite how bad things got, God still heard the
man when he called out to God
 Vs. 52–54
 Is this a clue into the identity of the poet?
 Maybe, but probably not b/c of the context of
the rest of the chapter
 Also, it is common for poets to speak of being
in the pit.
 Lastly, although Jeremiah was put into the
cistern, he wasn’t stoned while he was in the
cistern (Jer. 38:9).
 However, this triplet gives key background
information for the rest of the chapter. He has
been cast into the pit by his enemies and he is
crying out to God from the pit. Thus, the pit

“Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which
I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.” - Jeremiah 7:14
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seems to be figurative, not literal (cf. Ps. 40:2;
143:7)
 Ps. 40:2
He drew me up from the pit of destruction,

 Through His unfailing, loyal love
 Through His righteous, loving punishment
 Through His ever-present ear to hear the
cries of His people
 What response does Lamentations 3 teach?

out of the miry bog,
and set my feet upon a rock,

 It teaches the people to wait patiently
knowing that God is faithful. He will
restore them and he will punish their
enemies.

making my steps secure.
 Ps. 143:7
Answer me quickly, O LORD, my spirit fails;
Do not hide Your face from me,
Or I will become like those who go down to the pit.
 Vs. 55–57
 There is much debate about the perfect
verbs in verses 55ff. Are they:
 Simple perfect: “I called”
 Present perfect: “I have called [and still
do]”

 BUT, does the reader of Lamentations,
or even the writer for that matter,
understand the importance of the “new
heart” that was promised in Deuteronomy
30?
 How do we bring this back to Christ?
 Christ has restored us and has issued in
the New Covenant that Israel is still waiting
for.

 Performative perfect: “I hereby call”

 He pleads our case now before the
Father.

 Perfect of certainty: “I have called [and
you will certainly hear me]”

 He will, in the end, restore all thing and
will punish all of the enemies of the church

 Precative perfect (acts as a weak
imperative): “I called…hear my voice”
The simple perfect seems to work best since it is
curious that he wouldn’t have used the imperative at
all, especially since he has used the imperative
toward God before (cf. 1:22, et. al.)

V. APPLICATION:
 The Christian is expected to live faithfully
and expectantly for the restoration of this world

Vs. 58–63
 Legal language is used here. Whereas in the
past it was YHWH calling Jerusalem to court
(Isaiah 1, 5:3; Jeremiah 2; Micah 6) here, God
is actually pleading their cause.
Vs. 64–66
 A common feature in ancient poetry
 The poet concludes, not by a commitment to
take matters into his own hands, but by calling
upon God to bring justice.
 Note: the verb form here (nonperfect of
injunction) is akin to the imperative. It is a call
to action.
IV. CONCLUSION:
 God’s faithfulness displayed:

Stephen D. Campbell

“And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his
princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign.” - 2 Kings 24:12
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Closing the Leadership Gap

Recently, the Lord allowed me to
share an illustration in a speaking
opportunity that greatly resonated
with an audience at Clemson
University. This audience was
primarily a non-Christian group of
individuals (approximately 120)
who were searching for the
meaning of life and leadership.
These participants consisted of
professors and other academics
of higher education and learning
along with some business
professionals thrown into the mix.
They were genuine and authentic
individuals who were desperately
trying to understand the dynamics
of leadership and how they could
impact the world. I sincerely
enjoyed getting to know many of
them as individuals. I felt
privileged in that moment to be
used of the Lord for His honor and
glory. I didn’t share any
revolutionary insights, nor did I
touch on some magnificent new
leadership model that would

inspire people around the globe.
To the contrary, I related my
experiences and the journey as a
professional baseball player
(minor leagues) as an analogy to
the “mastery” of leadership. This
simple illustration opened up the
door for me to share the gospel
message of Jesus Christ our Lord
with many of the participants!
Praise the Lord!
There are millions of baseball fans
around the world who love, admire,
and adore the game of baseball.
Many are season ticket holders
who passionately attend as many
games as they possibly can. You
even hear of some older folks who
are getting way up there in age
who have not missed a game in
literally decades. I guess you could
say that they are rabid fans! Hats
off to them and their dedication to
their respective teams and the
game of baseball. These fans sit
in the stands and watch, cheer,
and learn many of the intricacies

of the game. Many of them
become so involved that they know
the
player ’s
nicknames,
idiosyncratic habits while standing
at the plate, deficiencies and
tendencies of the players while
batting and hitting the ball, along
with an in depth understanding of
the rules of the game. What a blast
to
be
around
these
knowledgeable baseball fans! I
could sit for hours conversing with
these individuals. They are so full
of knowledge and facts that it is
quite fun and pleasurable to be
around them. Sometimes they
even get a little “crazy” when
cheering on their teams or favorite
players. Some of you reading this
article can relate and probably
understand what I mean. What also
fascinates me is the diversity of
people sitting in the stands with
little-to-no commonality with one
another on the major issues of life.
In the normal course of the day,
chances are that they would never

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers.” - Ephesians 4:11
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bump into one another. They are
simply baseball fanatics cheering
for the team. These fans consist
of various nationalities, levels of
education and income, along with
major differences in their values,
standards, and personal beliefs.
Yes, by sitting in the stands this
diverse group of people have a
fairly good grasp of the game. But
for many, that is where their
understanding of baseball stops.
Their knowledge reaches a
plateau and then comes to an
abrupt halt. Sitting in the stands
and observing the game confines
the participants to a contextual
understanding of the game of
baseball that by necessity puts a
ceiling on their ability to exhibit a
“mastery” of the game. In other
words, you can’t master the game
of baseball from the stands.
Participation in the game of
baseball is a prerequisite to a
complete
and
holistic
understanding of what it means to
play baseball. You must be “in the
game” to truly comprehend the
beauty of the game. Don’t get me
wrong, the fans sitting in the box
seats or bleachers are an absolute
blast! They’re fun to be around as
we have a common passion for a
sport. However, trust me when I say
that it is a form of understanding,
and not the depth, breadth, and
comprehension of understanding
needed that comes as a natural
(God-given) self-expression of the
game. For example, I encourage
you to try and deal with a 100 mileper-hour fastball from the stands
as a “bleacher creature!” Well, you
get the point.

As a professional athlete there are
so many ingredients that go into
and contribute to the “mastery” of
the game of baseball. First, there
is the preparation. Elite baseball
players spend thousands of hours
off the field honing their craft.
Whether it is the batting cage,
weight room, film room, agility
training, or taking ground balls or
fly balls from a coach, preparation
is vital for the “mastery” of
baseball. However, even with all of
the preparation you still are not a
complete player. Second, it is the
game conditions themselves that
will bring you to a level of
competence,
knowledge,
understanding, and proficiency
that will allow you to master the
game. It is learning to adjust to
those 100 mile-per-hour fastballs
mentioned above, slow curve
balls, sliders, or knuckle balls in
game conditions that get you to the
next level of mastery. It is learning
to run down long fly balls or
gauging the distance to the fence
that only can be realized during
high-pressure game conditions.
Third, there is the language of
baseball in game conditions that
is part of that holistic and
comprehensive understanding
that leads to mastery. There is a
conversational domain in the
game of baseball that is unique
and specific to those at the highest
levels. In other words, they speak
an entirely different language. It is
the language of baseball mastery.
That language of communication
takes many different forms. Body
language, sign language, terms,
and phraseology all contribute to

a unique conversational domain
that distinguishes those sitting in
the stands from those who have
decided to put themselves “in the
game” of baseball. There also
comes a point when you are at the
top of your game (mastery) when
everything starts to slow down.
Athletes call it “being in the zone.”
For baseball players it is when you
walk up to the plate and there is
complete silence. That silence
comes from an indescribable and
intense focus. As a player you hear
nothing and see nothing except the
pitcher. Everything seems to be
happening in slow motion and the
baseball looks like a great big fat
watermelon coming to the plate. I
almost hate to say it…..but hitting
the ball seems way too easy in
those particular moments. As a
result of the preparation, work,
dedication, and swings at the bat
in game conditions, you have now
entered the mastery phase of the
game. The “zone” does not
happen often for professional
athletes, however, when it does it
can’t be missed. In baseball
terminology, you are on fire!
Fourth, the level of commitment to
rise to the level of an elite athlete
and to be viewed as a “master” of
the game comes at great personal
sacrifice and cost. In a sense,
baseball becomes a part of who
you are as a person. Professional
athletes drink, sleep, and eat
baseball. They hang out with other
baseball players, eat meals
together, work out at the gym
together, and for the most part are
part of similar social circles.

“ If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall
also go to their place in peace.” - Exodus 18:23
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As I began relating this story to
many of the Clemson University
participants while witnessing to
them about their need for a Savior,
I tried to delicately and
diplomatically relate the analogy
back to Christianity.
The church is full of people sitting
in the stands with an abundance
of knowledge about the Christian
faith.
These
individuals
understand the language of
Christianity, church customs, how
to deliver awesome prayers, and
may even spend countless hours
studying the Word of God. You
would be impressed with their
knowledge. It would seem as
though these individuals get
Christianity. However, they have
never been able to master the
natural (God-given) selfexpression of the Christian faith
because they are satisfied with
viewing their faith from the stands
of life. A very comfortable place to
be sure! They may even be born
again believers who made a
decision to except Christ as their
Savior. The problem with this
approach and perspective is a
real lack of depth in real world or
game experience. They are sitting
in the stands right next to the
“mixed multitude.” Their ability to
make adjustments to the 100 milean-hour fastballs is lacking. In
other words, the growth
opportunities as a believer are
lacking compared to those who
actually put themselves right dab
in the middle of the Christian walk.
Yes, I am talking about much more
than talking a good game. I am
talking about our responsibility to

pull up our boot straps and
genuinely and authentically be
committed to the works of the faith
of Jesus Christ.
James 1:22 – “Be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.”

loving, Christian man or woman
who lived their Christian life to the
fullest with great exuberance, while
sitting in the stands of their
Christian faith.”
OR

“Here lies a wonderful,
While the works of our labor will in knowledgeable, compassionate,
no way add to our salvation loving, Christian man or woman
experience, once saved we are who lived their Christian life to the
expected to exercise our spiritual fullest with great exuberance, who
gifts in a leadership capacity. We closed the gap by getting in the
are expected to be “in the game” game of their Christian faith and
of our Christian faith.
leading.”
In summary, we desperately need
to focus on “closing the leadership
gap” between the stands and
game conditions of our Christian
faith. For many of us, the divide
between these two positions has
put us in a place where we are not
fully usable for our Lord. The
potential to impact the world with
the gospel message becomes
limited as we learn about
Christianity, cheer on those
involved in the game, but remain
content to sit in the stands. Our
ability to demonstrate a Christian
leadership worldview will be
greatly thwarted and minimized.
God has given us the power
through the Holy Spirit to step up
and lead. Will you step up to the
plate and start taking swings at the
ball in game conditions? Are you
committed to a holistic
comprehension of the mastery of
your Christian faith? Which script
on your tombstone will be most
appropriate?

Won’t you step out today and make
a decision to be a leader and
impact others. Please, get in the
game!
Isaiah 6:8 – “Also, I heard the
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?
Then said I, Here am I; send me.”
Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.”
1 Corinthians 4:1 – “Let a man so
account of us, as of the ministers
of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God.”

“Here lies a wonderful,
knowledgeable, compassionate,

Michael LaPierre

“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” - Romans 3:28
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Dr. Keith Piper
10. The FULL MENTION Principle

xvi) Last things. Matthew 24.

In a certain part of the Bible, God declares His mind xvii) History of Gentile world empires. (Daniel 2).
on any subject vital to our spiritual life.
xviii) The New Birth. (John 3).
Examples:
11. The CONTEXT Principle
i)

Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15).

ii)

God gives light on a subject through near or remote
The Tongue (James 3). Words manifest sin and passages bearing on the same theme.
ungodliness.
Every verse must be studied in the light of its context.

iii)

Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12,13,14).

Examples are:

iv)

Faith (Hebrews 11).

i.

v)

God disciplining His Children (Hebrews 12).

vi)

Church as God sees it (Ephesians 1-3), and
the church as man sees it (Ephesians4-6).

vii)

Valley of Valley of Dry Bones prophecy of Israel
(Ezekiel 37). Mormons think that the two sticks
are the Bible and the Book of Mormon. The
context tells us that it is Judah and Israel
becoming one nation in the land (Ezekiel
37:15,16).

Laws of Christ’s Millennial Kingdom (Matthew
5,6,7).
ii. Matthew 24:13 does not teach possible loss of
salvation because the context is the Tribulation
viii) Israel’s past election, present rejection, future
period where Tribulation believers are called
restoration (Romans 9,10,11).
upon to endure troubles for 7 years, where they
ix) Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice (Isaiah 53).
will be rescued by Christ returning. It does not
x)
Christ’s Return (Revelation 1-22).
teach lossof salvation.
xi)

Justification and righteousness by faith
(Romans 3,4,5).

iii. Psalm 2:8,9 has nothing to do with missions, but
concerns Christ’s ruling earth at His return.

xii)

Christ’s natures as Son of God (Hebrews 1)
and the Son of Man (Hebrews 2).

iv. Near Context:- The Ram and He-goat (Daniel
8:3 22) are Medo-Persia and Greece.

xiii) Restoration of Israel: Romans 11.
xiv) Law. Exodus 20.
xv)

- Jesus explains the Parables of the Sower and
the Wheat and Tares in Matthew 13:1-43.
- “Afterward” in Joel 2:28 dates this after the
northern army is removed.

Spiritual Armour. Ephesians 6

“Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are your's;” - 1 Corinthians 3:21
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- “These” in John 21:15 refers to the other
disciples (v.20).
v.

Remote Context- The woman with 12 stars
(Rev.12:1,2) is Israel & the 12 tribes (Genesis
37:9,10).
- The 42 months, or 1260 days of Revelation
11:13 and 12:6 is shown to be the last half of
the Tribulation from Daniel 9:24-27.

Answer: Souls that came to Egypt except wives (66);
plus Jacob (1); plus Joseph (1); plus Joseph’s
2 sons (2); plus wives of Jacob’s sons (5) =
75.
iv)

Answer:

- Who tongues are intended for (1 Cor. 14:21,22) v)
is seen to be Israel from Isaiah 28:11; Jer. 5:15.
- The purpose of God according to election in
Romans 9:11,12 is seen to be the national
election of Israel to service from Genesis 25:23.
12. The AGREEMENT Principle

vi)
God will not set forth any passage in the Bible which
contradicts any other passage. Take the clear
passage rather than the unclear passage. Study the
unclear passage more thoroughly to determine its
correct meaning. There are no contradictions in
vii)
Scripture.
Some apparent contradictions and their resolution
are:
i)

Paul says we are justified by faith (Romans 5:1;
4:2-4). James says Abraham was justified by
works (James 2:21-24).

1 Corinthians 10:8 “fell in one day 23,000.”
Numbers 25:9 “Those that died in the plague
were 24,000.”
1,000 died the next day.

2 Samuel 24:24 says David paid 50 shekels
of silver for Ornan’s threshing floor (Heb:goren).
In I Chronicles 21:22-25 David paid 600
shekels of gold for the threshing place
(Heb:Magom), the larger area where the temple
and its courts were later built.
Proverbs 26:4 “Answer not a fool according to
his folly.” Don’t lower yourself to the level of a
fool as if he were wise. Proverbs 26:5 “Answer
a fool according to his folly” so as to expose
his folly, so that he will not feel wise and superior.
Galatians 6:2 “Bear ye one another’s burdens.”
Galatians 6:5 “Every man shall bear his own
burden.”

Answer:
These are two different kinds of
burdens.
We can help bear others’ burdens of sorrow,
grief and poverty (burdens of sympathy).

Answer:
Paul says sinners are justified by faith
We cannot bear others’ burdens of duty and
in God’s eyes as a doctrine. Faith is the
responsibility, which are not transferable.
Godward condition of salvation. James
says works are the manward evidence of viii) Acts 9:7 “Hearing a voice, but seeing no man.”
salvation.
Acts 22:9 “They heard not the voice of him that
ii)
Matthew 27:9 “spoken by Jeremy the prophet.”
spake with me.”
These words are not in the book of Jeremiah, Answer:
The men heard the voice as a sound,
but are in the book of Zechariah. Jeremiah
(Gk: phone), but did not hear the voice as
spoke it, but Zechariah wrote what Jeremiah
articulating the words “Saul, Saul, why
spoke.
persecutest thou me.”
iii)

Acts 7:14 states Jacob and his kindred were ix) There are not 2 accounts of creation.
75 souls going into Egypt. Genesis 46:26
Genesis 1 gives the overall account of creation.
states that all coming with Jacob to Egypt, which
Genesis 2 gives the detailed account of
came out of his loins (except his son’s wives)
creation.
were 66.

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” - John 14:6
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Good News 360
National
Church Leadership
Conference
Dear Reader,
Greetings in the most wonderful Name of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
At the very outset I would like to express my joy and gratitude to all the participants, public
speakers and workshop teachers at the Good News 360 Conference to be held from 9th to 11th
November, 2016 at Seva Bharat, Hyderabad, Good news 360 Conference to be inspired,
encouraged, blessed and challenged. I am fully confident that for the glory of God this event will
be a great success.
We unashamedly stand for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He is the Lord, and His Holy Word alone is
perfect. “We are not just serious about soul winning ministry – We are dead serious.” We believe
ministers should be challenged to study every aspect of the Gospel work. We believe being a
minister should demand more of us intellectually. We believe being a called men and women is
both the highest and the greatest challenge. The core values like quality, access, relevance,
accelerated pace, affordability and community that shape the “Good News Bible College &
Seminary
At the end of the academic syllabus blended degree programs there is no doubt that you will leave
our Seminary as a changed person, equipped with the spiritual knowledge to effectively impact
to lead others to Christ by Word and example.
We look forward to you becoming a part of what God is doing here at Good News Bible College &
Seminary, as you allow us to teach, serve, and challenge you to win the World for Christ to establish
His Kingdom.
We believe the time has come when we who are called by the Lord of the Harvest to make disciples
of all Nations realize the power of our unity, and launch out into the midst of the un-reached and
to work towards the objective of planting churches.
We need to join our hands in a strategic effort to hasten the task of evangelizing the Nation.
Thank you for prayerful support to become a partner for Good News 360 Conference. I believe we
will make difference in your personal life and I am also confident that you will make a difference
for the future of our ministries to reach the unrerached people groups.

Rev. G. Billy Judson
M.B.A., M.A.C.M., (USA)
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, ...” - I Thimothy 6:12
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