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THE PREACHER’S CALL
“My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest”. (Exodus. 33:14).
This is a study of the ways in which God called some of His servants for the work
of the ministry. What God had for them to do should be a profitable exercise of the
soul. The call may come in various ways and under different circumstances. It
leaves the believer with the assurance that God desires him for a certain specific
work. This in turn, gives a joyous confidence and a holy boldness to the preacher,
as he realizes the authority that lies behind the message and the messenger.
The promise is the cheering assurance: “The Lord is with thee”! This sustains the
servant of the Lord, who now realizes that omnipotence is on his side. “And the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him and said. “The Lord is with thee, thou mighty
man of valour” (Judges. 6:12).
The authority of the call is the prerogative of Christ alone, for He calls whomsoever
He wills to fulfill His mission work! He said to His disciples: “ye have not chosen
me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go and bring forth fruit,
and that your fruit should remain” (John. 15:16).
Let us look at just a few men who are called out of many examples.

Rev. Dr. Jayasekhar
Chief Editor
Mob : +91 984 845 2008

Isaiah - He was called of God to preach His word. He speaks repeatedly of his
message as a burden which must be delivered. (Isaiah. 13:1)
Moses - It was while Moses tended his flock, that he was commissioned to be a
leader of Israel. (Ex. 3:1-2).
Gideon - It was while Gideon threshed the wheat, that he was selected to
deliver Israel from their oppressors. (Judges. 6:11)
Joshua -It was Joshua, as he fell upon his face before the captain of the host of the
Lord, that asked: what saith my Lord unto His servant? There, all alone with his Lord,
his shoes removed, for it was holy ground, Joshua bowed his head, received his call
and commission and then went forth to do exploits for God. (Joshua. 5:13-15)
Elisha - It was while Elisha was busy plowing, here the mantle of Elijah was
thrown on his shoulders and God claimed his life. (1Kings. 19:19).
Apostle Paul - “He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel” (Act. 9:15). The Lord burdens the
heart of an individual, impresses him personally with the necessity of preaching the
gospel, and gives him that holy urge to be His mouth piece (1Cor. 9:16).
Peter - It was while Peter was busy with his fishing, and Andrew with his
business, that the voice came and called each one of them to serve for Christ.
(Matt. 4:18, 19).
Dear brethren - The preachers call comes through fervent supplication at the
throne of Grace to know the will of God for one’s life. It is maintained by prompt
obedience to the known will of God, as found in the Holy Scriptures.
The Apostle Paul knew that he had been called of God to preach the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Tim 1:12). Paul wanted to help other men that may have
heard the call of God on their lives by explaining what God expected of those that
have aspired to the office of Pastor, Elder, or Deacon. He made sure that the
requirements were clearly laid out and could be easily understood in 1 Tim 3: 1-13.
God has set very high standards for those that he has called to shepherd his sheep.
Another important requirement that God has made for a man that desires to be a
Pastor is that a man be found faithful. 1 Cor 4: 1-2. Paul further teaches us that they
that have been faithful in the office of a Deacon have obtained for themselves a high
standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 1 Tim 3:13. God has
called men from all walks of life to minister to his sheep and to preach the word. It
was John Bunyan that said “Who calls a man to preach but God alone.”
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“THE ART OF DELEGATION”
“If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able
to endure” (Exodus.18:23)
Jethro encouraged his son-in-law by stating a spiritual truth of timeless
relevance. Moses submitted to his Father-In-Law’s advice, which ultimately revealed
to him the direction of God. The principle is that God gave Moses full assurance
of his calling by enabling His chosen man to fulfill every task to which he had
appointed unto him.

Rev. Billy Judson
Editor
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“And the Lord said unto Moses “Gather unto me seventy men whom thou
knowest to be the elders of the people, (Num. 11:16) In addition, choose out of all
the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness, and
place such over them, to be the rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers
of fifties, and rulers of tens. And let them judge the people at all seasons....with
you.
The scripture verses, which follow, teach us that the gift of leadership were
given to the church to train the members to do the work of the Lord. Eph 4:11.
It is our desire at “One Fair Chance” ministry to give the opportunity to every
Indian a chance to respond to the Gospel. “When Jesus ascended up to heaven....He
gave some Apostles; and some prophets; and some evangelists; and some pastors
and teachers. For training and equipping the saints, so the members of the church
could do the work of the ministry, and thus build up the body of Christ and thereby
make them spiritually and numerically strong...(Eph. 4:10-12).
Each one - teach one: The Apostle Paul teaches us in the above verses that
the primary purpose of a church leader is to train others. Paul sought to explain
this to Timothy. His job as a church leader was to train others. He was to take
the training he received from Paul and pass it on to other faithful men. By
following Paul’s principles of training others that would set off a chain reaction
of multiplication that would cause the Gospel to be spread quickly over the
whole known world.
If each one would teach one, at the end of 33 years, we could experience
monumental Biblical results. If the leadership is willing to delegate responsibility to
emerging National Leaders, proven men of spiritual maturity the results may be
phenomenal. After they have been trained we need to stand by them and be ready
to help while they gain experience in the same way as the Apostles did for the
expansion of His Kingdom.
May the Lord’s richest blessings be upon you and your family as you serve
Him faithfully.
If you keep this process up for thirty three years look what could be the results.
This is Gods’ desire, for multitudes to follow Jesus. Yes! The Lord wants multitudes
saved. Rev 7:9. “The Lord …. Is …. Not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9) He has given us Biblical principles that
if we follow them they may bring amazing results to the glory of God.
For His Kingdom,
Until everyone in India hears.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
1. Good News 360 National Church Leaders Conference from November
9, 10 & 11 2016, which will be held at Ashirwad Global Learning Centre,
Jodimetla, Seva Bharat, Hyderabad.
2.

Eleven key speakers, workshop leaders, conference co-ordinators,
executive committee, subcommittees, administrative staff, and
volunteers.

3.

Ten general sessions, 45 workshops, along with the evening public
meetings.

4.

Safe travels for international guests, national leaders, and delegates.

5.

The committed servants of God to be thoroughly equipped at the
Conference.

6.

Great awakening and revival among the participants, and that the Lord's
name will be glorified in every event during the three-day Conference.

7.

The finances and physical arrangements, conference facilities, sound
system, electricity, food, accommodations, good health, transportation,
and good weather.

8.

Reaching our financial target budget for this event.

9.

The equipping and training of His global workers for spiritual warfare,
prayer based on Biblical principles, and exposition of the Word.

“ And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever” - John 14:16
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This article has been provided with permission by our Ministry Partners at Preaching.com.
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What Was the Triumphal Entry?
Dr. Doug Bookman

B.A., M.Div., Th.M., Ph.D.

Professor of New Testament and Bible Exposition
When Jesus came to Jerusalem for the
last time, He arrived to the adulation of
many and the cheering approval of the
crowd. The Triumphal Entry, as it is
called, served a deeper purpose than
simply a parade in His honor, however.
His coming in this manner had been
revealed clearly in the Old Testament:
the method, the timing, and the
meaning. Zechariah 9:9 had told of the
King’s coming on the colt of a donkey
so that Israel would recognize Him.
From Daniel 9:25-26 the exact time of
the Messiah’s arrival can be calculated.
Psalms 118:21-29 had announced the
meaning of Christ’s arrival, which the crowd realized spiritual leaders in Jerusalem. The delay allowed the
in their shouts.
prophecies of the Old Testament to be fulfilled.
This event also fulfilled Jesus’s promise. Several
weeks earlier, some Pharisees came to lure Him
back to Judea. Jesus said that He would not return
until such time as the citizens of Jerusalem would
say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord” (Luke 13:31-35). Perhaps He intended this to
further establish His credentials as the promised
Messiah.

In a way, His entrance established a test for the
people in Jerusalem. While many cheered His arrival,
their faith would be challenged when He did not live
up to the conquering Messiah of popular imagination.
Instead, He effectively took over the Temple and called
the people to the Kingdom of God. After several days,
the shouts of praise turned into shouts for crucifixion.

The Triumphal Entry accomplished two major goals.
Because of the heightened excitement caused by
the resurrection of Lazarus and then the public
entrance into Jerusalem, He piqued the curiosity of
the people there—important because of the many
pilgrims who had come to the city for Passover. In
addition, the approbation of the crowd protected Him,
at least initially, from the murderous desires of the
Dr. Doug Bookman
“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many
things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.” - Matt 16:21
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“The Orphaned Book” – Walt

Kaiser

VS 11–17: A Response to the Plight of Jerusalem
 These verses seem to be from the perspective of the prophet speaking
 Whoever the prophet is, he loves his people dearly and wishes that he could comfort

them, but there is nothing to say. There is nothing to even compare her suffering.
 Whoever the prophet is, he doesn’t want to be totally left out, he will sometimes even

directly teach them, not just indirectly (cf. 3:21, if the prophet has a reason to hope,
then so do the people who follow his example).
 This pattern follows that of Ch. 1.
 First the general description of the events
 Then there is a personal responses to the events
 Then finally a cry out to the Lord

Vs 11–13
 Vs. 11–12 show us that the prophet is overcome with emotion about this event.
 He is especially struck by the impact that this event has on children
 Vs. 13 fits in the section b/c of its logical progression after vs. 12.
 He sees the events and doesn’t know what to say
 He can’t even process what is going on
 He can’t offer comfort

Vs 13–14
 Vs. 13 also fits in this section because of the way that it works as a hinge with vs. 14.
 The true prophet doesn’t offer consolation when all of the false prophets were

speaking false messages as if they were from God. (2 Tim. 4:3)
 The true messenger will not try to tickle the ears of his listeners.
“I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine hand: thou didst shew
them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke.” - Isaiah 47:6
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Vs 15–17
 Vs. 15–16 is ironic in light of 1:12 when Zion begged the surrounding nations to notice her

plight.
 It turns out that they did take notice of her suffering. They mocked her though.
 Israel should not put their trust in other kingdoms.
 Vs 17 tells us that God took notice
 In fact, he purposed.
 He knew that this was going to happen when He promised it in Deuteronomy 28.
 This raises some interesting, yet thorny, issues.

1.

Was there any free will?

2.

Did God do evil?

Vs 18–22: Zion’s Plea
 Exactly what is going on in this section?
 Who is the subject of line 1 in vs. 18?
 Is this a personal prayer or a communal prayer?
 Is Zion praying or the prophet or the enemies (vs. 17)?
 Who are they praying to?
 To the wall, the city, to God (here called wall)?
 In Vs 18–19 there seems to be a prayer to God and a call to Zion to weep
 In Vs. 20–22 there seems to be a coming to terms with the fact that God caused this.

Vs 18–19
 There are many difficulties with the first line as mentioned above
 First issue is with “their”
 Probably not the enemies (vs. 17)
 Some commentators say that there is a textual error and say that it should be read as

a command, “Cry out to the Lord”
 No known evidence of this
 Some commentators say that this is the children from vs. 12 crying out to God in

addition to their mothers.
 Probably the people as a whole
 Seems to be the best option available.
 Second issue is with “Oh wall of the daughters of Zion”
 Some say that this is the city, but we just heard that they are crying out to the Lord,

not the city.
“The priests said not, Where is the Lord? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed
against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.” - Jeremiah 2:8
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 Some say that they are calling God the “wall” which isn’t so bad, but is God crying in

the next line?
 This issue can be dealt with when we notice that “you” and “your” are feminine

which could mean that it is Zion that is crying.
 BUT wall is also a feminine noun so there doesn’t seem to be a truly happy

solution.
 Best solution comes from a commentator John L. Mackay
 It makes the cry to the Lord only the first part and the rest is a call to Zion to weep

Their heart has cried out to the Lord: “O wall of daughter Zion!”
Let tears run down like a torrent by day and by night!
Do not give yourself any respite; do not let your eyes stop.
 Vs 20–22 we see a cry out to the Lord in which there seems to be no immediate peace but

there is a coming to terms with the fact that God did it.
APPLICATION:
 The church can definitely learn that no matter how bad things get, God is always present.
 Maybe not in punishment, but in loving correction.
 God does punish wickedness
 Plead with unbelievers to be reconciled to God
 God is faithful to his promises
 God never promised to explain to us everything that goes on in this world

This book is
available at
Good News 360 National
Leaders Conference
9, 10, 11 November 2016

Stephen D. Campbell
“The priests said not, Where is the Lord? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed
against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.” - Acts 4:13
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It has often been said, “if you want to understand
the character of a man or a woman, just look at their
inner circle of friends and those who they look up
to.” This is one of the most understated phrases of
all time. Just think about it! Who you associate with
has an enormous impact on your development and
spiritual level of maturity. Many people across this
great country want to associate with, hang out with,
and be around those who are just like them. They
want to feel comfortable that what they say, how
they dress, and what they do will be accepted within
their immediate circle. In a sense, they are insulating
themselves from potential criticism, reproof,
insecurities, and the thought that what they have
become as human beings may not measure up to
the highest standards of thought, language, and
behavior. In other words, they want to be left alone
to be “who they are” while basking in spiritual
mediocrity.
On the other hand, and more positively stated, there
are some who have chosen their Christian friends
and associates very wisely. They have sought out
individuals that have the ability to challenge and

mentor them to new levels of spiritual maturity and
awareness. In my mind, those are the keepers. We
should surround ourselves with friends who are
disciplined, loving, and have a Christian leadership
worldview. We should choose friends and confidents
who will lift us up when we are down, remind us of
our fallen state when we get “puffed up” in the flesh,
and drive us to additional and eternal Christ-like
behavior.
Please do not think for a minute that I am trying to
create or to propose a super-spiritual elite group of
Christians who feel that they are better than
everyone else. Absolutely not! On the contrary, as
“iron sharpeneth iron” we should be more willing
than ever to involve ourselves in the lives of others.
As we draw closer to the Savior, we should be willing
to step out by faith (and out of our comfort zones)
to do what may seem to be the impossible for Christ.
This means building lasting relationships with both
non-Christians and those in the faith that need
additional spiritual encouragement. The bottom line
is that we are called to impact the world (people)
with the gospel message.

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:” - Coloss 1:16
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Next, we turn the page to those who we look up to
and admire. Many of these folks may not be part of
our inner circle, but they seem to be squared away
and have it all together from a Christian perspective.
While they are sinners saved by the grace of God,
there is something about them that we want to
emulate and/or imitate. These Christians have been
tried and tested on the battlefield for Christ. The
Apostle Paul has a lot to say about those who we
look up to and admire in the faith. He tells the
Philippians to “mark them” and imitate those among
them that live out their faith in a Christ-like manner,
similar to Paul.

By faith Joseph………………
By faith Moses……………….
Hebrews 11:32-34 – “And what shall I more say?
for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of
Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah; of David also,
and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of
the aliens.”

Philippians 3:17-19 – “Brethren, be followers What a blessing it is to look to our Judeo-Christian
together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye forefathers as examples in the faith. Yes, they were
sinfully flawed men and women, but they desired
have us for an example.
to live by faith. Then we compare this prior list of
(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and Christian heroes of the faith to the pop culture icons
now tell you even weeping, that they are the of today, and we shake our heads in disbelief and
enemies of the cross of Christ:
dismay. Where is the spiritual depth?
Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, We can only hope and pray that the Holy Spirit of
and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly God drives our country in a bright new direction.
things.)”
Please pray with me for a new spiritual direction
So let us recap just for a moment. First, we are to
carefully and prayerfully surround ourselves with
those individuals who will build us up in the faith.
Second, we are to imitate and/or emulate those
Christians who have proven to be spiritual giants.
Third, we need to make sure that we are impacting
others for the cause of Christ. We need to be about
our Father’s business and make sure that we are
ministering to and touching the lives of others. We
may look to the book of Hebrews in chapter 11 and
the “Hall of Faith” as a good starting point for our
Christian heroes.

and that our “Heroes for Life” once again become
those Christian giants who are exemplary both in
substance and in faith! Praise God!
Who are your heroes and those that you want to be
like?

By faith Abel……………..
By faith Enoch…………..
By faith Noah…………..
By faith Abraham………
Through faith also Sarah……………..
By faith Isaac…………………
By faith Jacob………………..

Michael LaPierre

“And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea: for they were fishers.” - Matt 4:18
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Dr. Keith Piper
6. The APPLICATION Principle

a. Be willing to obey the Bible.

An application of scripture may be If we live up to the light we have,
made only after the correct God will give us more light. If we
refuse to obey
interpretation has been
learned. First seek the one correct given light, we will have no more
interpretation. There may be many light.
applications. The
b. Believe in the supreme authority
mystical and allegorical methods of the Bible, without some human
organisation (such
prevent correct interpretation.
(Mystical = only a priesthood can
properly interpret scripture.
(Roman Catholicism).

as the Watchtower, or the Roman
Catholic Church).

subsequent meaning in Scripture.
Examples include:
i) Satan is shown to be subtle and
deceptive. (Genesis 3:1); 2
Corinthians 11:3;
Matthew 4:1-10.
ii) Christ’s first words at age 12
characterised His work on earth.
(Luke 2:49 “Wist ye
not that I must be about my
Father’s business”).

c. Have Intellectual Honesty. Be Christ’s first ministry words were:
Allegorical = any symbolic or ready to submit your opinion to the “It is written” (Matthew 4:4,6,10)
figurative representation of people Bible as God’s
showing that His
or events.
Word. Unlearn unbiblical ideas entire ministry was according to
Ecclesiastes is the book of the from your past.
the Word Of God.
natural unsaved man depicting the d. Be Guided by the Holy Spirit.
iii) Faith is the way to be justified.
emptiness of life apart
Sin has darkened and veiled our Abraham and everyone finds
from God. “Vanity of vanities” understanding. Sin brings righteousness with God
occurs 28 times.
blindness and seals the
by faith. Abraham “believed in the
7. The Human WILLINGNESS Bible.
Lord; and he counted it to him for
Principle
“None of the wicked shall righteousness.”
Knowledge of God’s truth is understand.” Daniel 12:10.
(Gen. 15:6, Heb. 11:6).
guaranteed to people willing to DO
8. The FIRST MENT ION iv) Babylon is always associated
the truth.
Principle
with rebellion against God, false
“If any man will do his will, he shall
God indicates His mind on a religion and idolatry
know of the doctrine, whether it be
subject where it is first mentioned. (Genesis 11, Revelation 17).
of God, or whether I
God indicates in the first
Babylon means confusion.
speak of myself.” (John 7:17). We
mention of a subject, word or v) Jerusalem is first mentioned in
must:
expression, the key to its
“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” - James 1:3
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Judges 1:7,8 “The men of Judah
smote it with the

(Isaiah 53:6).

edge of the sword and set it on
fire.” Jerusalem was besieged 27
times and burned 3

i) In OT, David, Daniel and others Rebellion (Rev. 19).
prayed 3 times daily toward 7. Lamb progresses from:
Jerusalem.
i) Abel’s Lamb sacrifice accepted
ii) In the Gospels, pray in our closet (Genesis 4).
(Matthew 6:6).
ii) God will provide himself a lamb

times in history.

(Acts 5:1-5). viii) Lawlessness (2
Thess. 2:3,4). ix)

2. Prayer

vi) The Son of man will have all
things put under His feet. (Psalm iii) In the Epistles, pray without
8:4-6; I Corinthians
ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17). Be in
15:27).
constant communion

(Genesis 22:8).
iii) Passover lamb was slain and
its blood must be applied (Exodus
12).

vii) War is justified in some cases. with Father.
(Genesis 14).
3. Trinity is seen:
iv) Lamb is a person slain for the
9.
The
PROGRESSIVE i) In the OT, Elohim (plural Noun) whole world (Isaiah 53).
MENTION Principle
and “us and our” (Plural pronouns). v) Jesus is the Lamb of God who
God makes the revelation of any (Genesis 1:1,26).
takes away the sin of the world.
given truth increasingly clear as the ii) In the NT, at Jesus’ baptism all 3 (John 1:29).
Bible proceeds to its
are present (Mark 1:9-11); Great vi) Philip tells Eunuch that the Lamb
end. Details are added to truth as Commission
scripture progresses.
(Matt 28:19-20); Apostolic
1. The Saviour would be:
Benediction (2 Cor 13:14); 3
i) Seed of the Woman (Genesis Heavenly Witnesses (1 John
3:15).
ii) Abraham’s seed (Genesis
12:3).

5:7); Same throne, face, Name
(Rev. 22:3,4).
4. Rewards

iii) Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and
David’s descendant.

i) In the OT, rewards are material.

vi) Ride into Jerusalem on a colt
(Zechariah 9:9).

Solomon’s Temple.

prophesied by Isaiah is Jesus who
died on
Calvary. Acts 8.
vii) Christ is the Lamb
foreordained to be slain and
resurrected. (1 Peter 1:18-21).
viii) Christ the Lamb is the Lion of
Judah. (Revelation 5:5-14).

ii) In the NT, rewards are spiritual ix) Christ the Lamb equally owns
God’s throne, has God’s face and
iv) Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) would be and eternal.
has God’s Name.
His place of birth.
5. God’s Dwelling Places. i) Eden.
v) Time of birth (Daniel 9:25)
ii) Tabernacle in the Wilderness. iii) (Rev. 22:3,4).
8. Atonement (covering of sin)
(Heb. Kaphar).

iv) Christ’s Body on earth. v)
vii) John the Baptist would be His Believer’s body (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). i) Noah covered the Ark inside and
outside with pitch.
forerunner/messenger (Malachi vi) Christ on earth in
3:1, Isaiah 40:1-5).
Millennium vii) New Jerusalem ii) On the Day of Atonement, God
covered the sins of Israel (like
viii) Sold for 30 pieces of silver (Revelation 21,22).
(Zechariah 11:12).
6. Satan. i) Liar (Genesis 3:4). ii) sweeping dirt under
ix) Crucified (Psalm 22:16,14,18). Murderer of mankind. iii) Accuser
(Job 1:11). iv)
x) No bones broken (Psalm
Hinderer, Resister (Zech. 3:1,2). v)
34:20).
Tempter (Genesis 3, Matthew 4).
xi) Resurrected (Psalm 16:10).
vi) Betrayer
xii) All peoples’ sins laid on Him through Judas. vii) Seduces saints

the carpet) (Psalm 32:1; 85:2),
looking forward to Christ’s blood
to be shed on Calvary
which would cleanse and wash
away our sins. (1 John 1:7).

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:” - I Peter 3:15
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V I S I O N
F O R
TEAM LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Spiritual leadership development is
divine by a God-given vision. Without
a vision of purpose there is no
motivation to develop leaders. Proverbs
29:18 declares, “Where there is no
vision, the people perish: but he that
keepeth the law, happy is he.” Vision
brings life to the family of God to
accomplish His purpose in and through
His people. Christianity can be
considered forward-thinking. The
apostle John provided a vision of
heaven in Revelation 21:2, “And I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband.”
Spiritual leaders are those who follow
Jesus Christ, whom one has never seen.
To follow Christ to heaven, where one
has never been, it is imperative believers
have a vision before them. Ken
Hemphill connected this necessary vision
to the Great Commission when he
communicated, “Vision begins with
God, is centered in the Great
Commission, flows through the core
values of the community, addresses
co mmunity needs, and can be
accomplished through the full
employment of the supernatural
resources given by the exalted Lord.”
Vision is an aspect that motivates
Christians to further commit themselves
to knowing and serving the Lord.
Perhaps a reason many churches have
vision statements is to motivate
members of the congregation to
continue growing and developing in their
leadership potential. Hemphill explained
the importance of the vision statement
when he stated, “A vision statement is
a powerful tool for communicating and
consensus building. The vision statement
gives specific direction for the

completion of the mission of the church.
It articulates a clear direction from God
concerning the manner in which your
church can best fulfill the Great
Commission in your given context with
a view of the world.”
In other words, it is the vision of a local
church that binds members together in
purpose and unites them together in
strength as they seek to fulfill their part
of the Great Commission.
John Maxwell discussed the
significance of having a vision from an
educational perspective. He explained,
“People do what people see. That is
the greatest motivational principle in the
world. Stamford Research says that 89
percent of what we learn is visual,
10 percent of what we learn is auditory,
and 1 percent of what we learn is
through other senses.” Those who are
developing leaders/followers should
make certain a vision is presented to
those who are in a state of continual
growth. Maxwell claimed the vision
comes before the followers when he
stated, “Followers find leaders and then
their vision. Leaders find the vision and
then the people.” Thus, it is incumbent
upon the leader to have a vision.
In the case of leadership development
the leader should have a vision of what
God can do in and through those who
are being developed. The Great
Commission is a task that could be
considered generational given the
magnitude of developing leadership in
ministry. Maxwell said, “A vision should
be greater than the person who has it.
Its accomplishment must be the result
of many people bringing many
resources to the job.” The objective of
casting a vision is to motivate the local
church with the purpose of advancing
the Gospel.

Tom Marshall elaborated on this
leadership connection. He described
having a vision in the Christian
community for the purpose of an
objective. Marshall explained that while
having this vision collectively, one should
understand that every individual
Christian has a vision, as well. He stated:
“If leadership requires an orientation
toward the future, a capacity for vision,
and an openness to inspiration, then
clearly the Christian community should
be able to produce more and better
leaders than any other sector of human
society. To begin with, we are future
oriented. We are the people who
belong to the future and to whom the
future belongs, because we belong to
the Lord, who holds the future.”
Marshall was suggesting when people
first consider their eternal state and
continue on to conversion, they are
future thinkers and leaders from that
point forward.
James Kouzes and Barry Posner wrote
about having a vision for the future:
“Exemplary leaders are forwardlooking. They are able to envision the
future, to gaze across the horizon of time
and imagine the greater opportunities to
come. They see something out ahead,
vague as it might appear from a distance,
and they imagine that extraordinary feats
are possible and that the ordinary could
be transformed into something noble.
They are able to develop an ideal and
unique image of the future for the
common good.”
The enterprise of the local church that
endeavors to further the Great
Commission seeks to move people
spiritually from the present into the
future. Followers should be able to

“Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren;” - I Timothy 5:1
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envision the future as painted by the
leaders. As Kouzes and Posner
discussed, the ability to lead people to
imagine opportunities and accomplish
great things is based upon the leader’s
ability to capture the imaginations of
their followers.
In the case of a local church, the pastor
is the person who should be able to cast
this vision. Beyond that anyone who
engages in kingdom work will need to
cast a vision for the future. For example,
a soul winner should cast a vision of
walking on a street of gold; hearing those
words, “Well done”; casting crowns at
the Master’s feet; meeting Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob; and worshipping with
the saints. Conversely, the same soul
winner should be able to cast a vision of
a place eternally separated from Christ
with ever-increasing torture and no
possibility of relief.
In the case of a congregation of
believers, one may need to cast a vision
of how a new building would facilitate
the church reaching their city for Christ.
One might be casting a vision for how
couples could be used of God to do a
work for Him on one of the world’s
mission fields. Regardless of the
application, vision casting is imperative
in the Christian life and in the work of
the local church.
Education begins in the home because
having a godly vision is a lifestyle as well
as a worldview. Therefore, casting a
vision before others begins early in one’s
life. Deuteronomy 11:18-20 states,
“Therefore shall ye lay up these my
words in your heart and in your soul, and
bind them for a sign upon your hand, that
they may be as frontlets between your
eyes. And ye shall teach them your
children, speaking of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up. And thou
shalt write them upon the door posts of
thine house, and upon thy gates:”
Perhaps the reason many lessons are
learned by what is ‘caught rather than

what is taught’ is the vision being taught
is being lived out daily so the children
can adopt it into their own lives. As
children observe their parents living
biblically in the home, the biblical
principles are being absorbed into the
psyche of the children. The parents cast
a vision before their children to inspire
them to follow the biblical principles
lived out before them. Casting this
vision begins at a young age but
continues throughout various stages of
the person’s life.
Church life is no different in its essences
except the community is bigger than the
household. The pastor may cast a vision
for people to be personal soul winners,
be involved in missions’ giving, or
participate in missions’ trips. When a
church wants to raise money for a
building project, often Nehemiah 2:18
will be used to cast the vision to
motivate the congregation to give money
to the building project. The passage
states, “Then I told them of the hand of
my God which was good upon me; as
also the king’s words that he had spoken
unto me. And they said, Let us rise up
and build. So they strengthened their
hands for this good work.” There are
different applications for casting vision
in the local church, but there is a pattern
to accomplish the task of casting vision
for leadership development.
Vision casting for the general or broad
mission of the local church will be
discussed according to the following
order:
(1)
When preparing to cast the
vision for the church, one must first have
a biblical basis for the vision. Mathew
28:19-20 provides t he biblical
precedent which states, “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen.”

(2)
The vision statement needs to
be written to encapsulate the mission
of the church. The use of concise
language provides the congregation a
clear picture of the vision at a glance.
(3)
The topic of vision should be
taught during each of several sermons
followed by a mention of the vision being
cast. Leaders should ensure followers
are given a biblical reason for the vision
along with a burden for the vision so
they will accept ownership of the vision.
(4)
The vision must be kept before
the people continually. The congregation
will see how the Great Commission
applies to them and their community.
They will also see how the Great
Commission is broken into smaller
segments so each member knows what
they can do and how they can be a part
of accomplishing the vision. They should
reach a point wherein the vision reaches
a critical mass, and they accept the
vision. As this vision takes hold in the
hearts and minds of church members, it
will build momentum, and progress will
be made toward fulfillment of the vision.
We can clearly see developing and
communicating vision as the first step
in team development. Once a vision has
been determined and communicated,
we should allow the momentum to carry
us forward. Before we can move
forward, we must plan for the
development of team leadership. This
planning stage will be addressed in the
next section.

Dr. Andrew T. Knight
CENTURION EDUCATION FOUNDATION

“And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the
priests the Levites, .... that they should bless the people of Israel.” - Joshua 8:33
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Good News 360
National
Church Leadership
Conference
Dear Reader,
Greetings to you in the most highly exalted name of our Dear Lord and Savior JESUS CHRIST.
The Good News 360 conference is fast approaching. We need to work together towards making
this event a huge success. We need to be alert and work towards making these events a blessing
to all that will be attending. We ask that all that are involved in making this event happen that you
will do your part accurately in order that we may avoid any unnecessary inconveniences. We are
praying that the name of Jesus will be glorified as we work together to make this conference a
success. The conference will be held on the 9th, 10th, & 11th of November 2016 at Seva Bharat,
Ashirwad Global Learning Centre, Gathkesar, Warangal Highway.
After 16 years of struggle and development of Good News Bible College & Seminary we now
have 46 teaching locations, and have equipped 13,768 students for the ministry. It is not by our
efforts but by His grace alone.
I believe that the Lord is at work through GNBC&S by allowing us to bring all our alumni and
students together in one platform for three days. As we spend this time together, we should ask
God to give us creative thoughts that are directed by him to further enhance the effectiveness of
our ministries.
When we see the current world trends we come to realize that Biblical Christianity and true
Christian doctrines need to be preserved. We need to have a mindset in these last days like the
one we see set forth in Matthew by the apostles that called them to a lifestyle distinctively set
apart from the world. Today the church by contrast increasingly reflects the entertainment
saturated, consumer driven values of the godless world system around it “the salt has all but last
its saltiness. (Matthew 5:13)
We ask that you please encourage others to join with us also as a part of the GNBC&S family
and to attend the goodnews360 National Conference in November 2016.
Thank you once again for accepting our invitation and joining with us to consolidate our
strengths in order that we may spread the good news of the gospel through all of India.

Rev. G. Billy Judson
M.B.A., M.A.C.M., (USA)
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, ...” - I Thimothy 6:12
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